Joe McCarthy’s “Controversial” Shoes 
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h eC Lei great selling features 


gives ox 


is waterproof, protects foot and general health! 


Your shoes will SELL 
if they're SOLED 
with AVONITE 


These great selling features will 
sell more shoes for you! And, 
shoes SOLED with AVONITE 
stay SOLD! Take children’s shoes 
with AVONITE soles the 
shoes are actually outgrown betore they're 
outworn. This saves adjustments and repairs 
for your dealer, gets him repeat business 


It builds good will for your brand name and . 
extra profits with more reorders for you! and nationally known to be 


AVONITE is available in many irons, three — all i just eke Rest enes 


different finishes, and six colors . . . requires 
no special equipment, Write for samples. 


AVONITE 


TRADE MARK REG. 


AVON SOLE COMPANY 
AVON + MASSACHUSETTS 
FOR FORTY-FOUR YEARS SPECIALISTS IN FINE SOLE MATERIALS 
Mokers of the famous DU-FLEX, DU-FLEX AVONITE ond 
CUSH-N-CREPE SOLES 





Rivalling Europe's Finest. It’s simple logic that Saxon 
Calf should equal the finest imported product. After all, 
that tight break, mellow, springy temper and smart, aniline 
appearance could only have resulted from time-proved Old 
World tanning methods — plus American processing im- 
provements. Take advantage of this unique sales-building 
combination, 


A. C. LAWRENCE LEATHER CO. 


A DIVISION OF SWIFT & COMPANY (INC.) 
Peabody, Mass. 
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Ligsen 30 THIS! 


Car to boot. A used car dealer in 
Utah found that a two-cent sale on 
cowboy boots increased his sales. He 
ne two pairs, one for women 
and one for men, with every car sold. 


Drunkard's Achilles’ heel. Dr. Charles 
Johnson, a London physician testify- 
ing in @ court case, suggested an 
unorthodox test for drunkardness. 
"Pinch the heels,” he advised. ‘Lack 
of pain is a sign of alcoholism.” 


One at a time. Though Doug Long, 
ex-newspaper man, has been in shoe 
business in Carthage, Texas, since last 
October, he has sold only one pair 
of shoes. And for good reason. His 
on-the-side business caters only to 
one-legged persons, selling one shoe 
at a time. A recent order requested 
a pair. “I still can't figure,” says 
Long, ''why the man bought ‘em from 
me—unless he has a one-legged 
twin,” 


Gear shifts for shoes. Two New 
York orthopedic surgeons claim that 
our shoes are improperly designed. 
They say the foot ''shifts gears'’ in 
walking—a change in the bones and 
joints—~but conventional shoe design 


GROWING SHOES from Holland. 

A snap-on back piece with a leather 

insert permits shoe to be enlarged 

by a half to full size when needed. 
The cuff is detachable. 


makes natural gear-shifting difficult. 
They cite eight major faults in shoe 
engineering, have designed experi 
mental shoes correcting these. Rigid 
soles and shanks are bad; the heel of 
the shoe forces foot-rolling to the 
outside instead of toward the big 


toe; shoes are shaped as though the 
big toe were in the center of the 
foot, etc. The doctors say that a 
200-pound man bears a 704-ton daily 
weight on each foot—and that fault- 
ily engineered shoes cause an enor- 
mous waste of energy. 


Hide your hide. Well, the y've 
finally gone and done it—Bi kini bath 
ing suits in suede or smooth leather. 
Shown recently at a Parisian fashion 
show. new tanning method gives 
extreme suppleness to the leather, 
permits perfect draping around the 
torso without imparting any ' leathery 
feel against the skin. 

Irish brogues. In the past 30 years 
the Irish footwear industry has made 
marked progress. In 1924 there were 
five shoe factories as compared with 
38 today, employing 6,000 worker: 
Value of output in 1952 was $16 mil- 
lion. A shoe export business has be- 
gun, with shipments in 1953 valued 
at $1,730,000, 

Leather gets the bird. At a recent 
leather exhibit in the Commerce De- 
partment Lobby in Washington, were 
samples of leather articles made out 
of tanned bird skins. 
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Shoe manufacturers rely on “Celastic” to reproduc € 


the fine toe character of the last and to provide wrinkle-free 
toe comfort for the life of the shoe 


UNITED SHOE MACHINERY CORPORATION 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 





EDITORIAL 





“Only The Consumer Knows” -— 
Fresh Approach To Shoe Selling 


The Work Clothes Industry Tested A New ldea, 
And Today Is Enjoying A New Look And Higher Sales. 


6“ 

Oris the consumer knows.” 

Several years ago a leading cloth- 
ing manufacturer discovered that 
fact, slanted his whole operation to 
abide rigidly by that policy--and 
saw his sales skyrocket from a pre- 
war level of $2 million a year to a 
current $18 million. 

The Williamson-Dickie Mfg. Co.., 
makers of work clothes, states, “The 
experts don’t know what the con- 
sumer wants, Only the consume: 
knows. The manufacturer isn’t cer- 
tain. Nor the retailer. Only the con- 
sumer,” 

We think this story bears tremend- 
ous significance for the shoe industry. 


You might think that in such a 
practical and prosaic line as work 
clothes there’s stability; that design 
and style and construction demands 
are pretty much the same year in and 
out. The Williamson-Dickie firm al- 
ways thought so, too. But several 
years ago it got fidgety about its lines. 
Was the company really styling and 
making its clothes the way consumers 
wanted them? After all, it was doing 
pretty much the same as other com- 
panies in the field, People were buy- 
ing work clothes with stable regular- 
ity. Couldn't that be interpreted 
justifiably that the makers were meet- 
ing consumer needs and wants? 

The work clothes makers 
rationalizing in that way, as they 
always had. But Williamson-Dickie 
didn't feel so self-assured. So, several 
years ago it started asking consumers 

thousands of them — what they 
really wanted in work clothes. 

The findings bowled them over. 
As a result, the company drastically 
revised its lines—the styling and con- 
struction of its products. Sales in- 
stautly shot upward, and continue to 
rise. Not only for the Williamson- 
Dickie firm, but for other work 
clothes makers who found it neces- 
sary to fall in line. Not only are these 
firms each selling more work clothes, 
but per capita consumption of these 
has shown a marked rise, 


were 


See what happened, One tre- 
mendous discovery was that men 


wanted “work “clothes” that were 


semi-dressy. A trend had long been 
in the making, yet not fully discov- 
ered: working men wanted a sort of 
leisure clothing. Workmen, better 
paid than prewar, wanted to look 
better at work. Also, millions of men 
were now do-it-yourself enthusiasts 

suburbanites working around the 
home. They wanted good looking 
work clothes when they worked 
around the house, inside or out. 

A new era had been born in this 
field: the overlapping of work and 
casual clothing. 

Williamson-Dickie found, for in- 
stance, that men liked T-shirts, except 
that these looked too much like un- 
dershirts. So the company is now 
making the same shirt but with a 
sporty collar, and in colors. The 
work clothes industry had for decades 
assumed that consumers wanted fine 
stitching to dress up their work 
clothes. But the surveys found the 
consumer didn’t give a hoot about 
this detail. It had always been as- 
sumed that economy led the list of 
consumer preferences in such cloth- 
ing. But the surveys found that econ- 
omy was preceded by comfort, and 
with looks first in demand. 


There’s a whole new look today 
in work clothes. A style-conscious- 
ness has invaded the industry. Color 
and smart styling is now bread and 
butter in work clothes. And new 
markets are opening with the intro- 
duction of special design casual 
clothing used for work purposes—in 
factories, around the home, ete. 

And it all started because an obvi- 
ous step was taken: asking the con- 
sumer what he wanted. 

There’s a true story that illustrates 
this. Back in World War II a group 
of Army psychologists, psychiatrists 
and physicians were studying a major 
problem: how to select soldiers best 
adapted to very cold or very warm 
climates to fill posts in arctic and 
tropical areas. 

The medical men devised many 
complex tests and questionnaires, put 
men through rigorous routines, made 
all sorts of physical examinations to 
see how the men reacted under ex- 
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treme temperatures of heat and cold. 
And when it was all through there still 
weren't any conclusive answers to the 
problem. 

So finally they found the perfect 
solution because it worked out fine 
after the men were shipped to cold 
or tropical climates. They simply 
asked each man, “What kind of cli- 
mate do you like—hot or cold?” 


There are limitations to any 
kind of expert. The Williamson- 
Dickie surveys, based on thousands 
of personal interviews, resulted in 
one conclusion by the company: an 
industry can be way off base. It 
proved to the company that the man- 
ufacturer, the retailer, the salesman, 
the buyer—all can frequently be 
wrong. Only the consumer is right 
because only the consumer knows in 
the final analysis. 

We in shoe business—as in prac- 
iteally all apparel industries—may be 
facing a wonderful opportunity in the 
above respect. The proposition is 
quite basic: are we styling many of 
our shoes to real consumer wants? 

There may be many profitable 
ideas unearthed by asking consumers 

ideas in terms of design, construc- 
tions, prices, special occasion foot- 
wear, etc, 

It may be argued that our past and 
present procedure has worked satis- 
factorily, so why change the pattern? 
After all, we make and sell a haif 
billion pairs of shoes a year, which 
should be a good indication that we 
are complying with consumer wants. 
However, that was the same rational- 
ization used by the work clothes in- 
dustry. But they made an important 
discovery, sales shot up for them and 
a higher consumption level was 
reached. 


There is every reason to believe 
that shoe business could do the same. 
Any “consumer survey” need not be 
conducted on a mass scale. It could, 
for example, be restricted to a specific 
type of footwear, such as TV or at- 
home types, or to fit in with the do- 
it-yourself popularity sweeping subur- 
ban America. Interviews with a few 
thousand people might uncover some 
interesting data, give birth to new 
ideas in footwear to strike at the 
heart of consumer wants. 

One of the car makers once created 
a slogan that swept the country: 
“Ask the man who owns one.” 

Shoe business could parallel that 
theme by asking the consumers who 
wear ‘em. 

Reprints of the editorial at nominai costs 


Up to 100, 10c¢ each; 200-500 x each: 1000 
3000, 2'cc each; 5000 or over, Lc each 
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Coming Events 





April 4-8, 1954—Advance Boston Fall 
Shoe Market Week. Sponsored by New 
England Shoe and Leather Association. 
Hotels Statler and Touraine and manu- 
facturer showrooms in Boston. 


April 4-8, 1954—-National Luggage & 
Leather Goods Show. Hotel New Yorker, 
New York City. 


April 25-28, 1954—-St. Louis Shoe Show, 
sponsored by St. Louis Shoe Manufacturers 
Association. Leading St. Louis hotels. 


May 2-6, 1954—-Popular Price Shoe Show 
of America. Sponsored by National Asso- 
ciation of Shoe Chain Stores and New 
England Shoe and Leather Association. 
Hotels New Yorker and McAlpin, New 
York City. 


May 9-12, 1954—-Fall Shoe Show spon- 
sored by Southwestern Shoe Travelers As- 
sociation. Adolphus, Baker and Southland 
Hotels, Dallas, Texas. 


May 10-11, 1954—-Annual Spring Meet- 
ing of National Hide Association. Sheraton- 
Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Mich. 


May 13-14, 1954—-Annual Spring Meet- 
ing of Tanners’ Council of America. Bed- 
ford Springs Hotel, Bedford, Pa. 


May 15-22, 1954—National Luggage & 
Leather Goods Week. Sponsored by Lug 
gage and Leather Goods Mfrs. of Am., Inc. 


May 22-25, 1954—-Annual Convention, 
Luggage & Leather Goods Mfrs. of Amer- 
ica, Inc. Ritz-Carlton, Atlantic City, N. J. 


June 6-9, 1954--Annual Convention. 
American Leather Chemists Association. 
Bedford Springs Hotel, Bedford, Pa. 


July 5-8, 1954—-Golden Anniversary 
Convention of Shoe Service Institute of 
America. New Yorker Hotel, New York 
City. 


July 11-14, 1954—Baltimore Shoe Show, 
sponsored by Baltimore Shoe Club, Inc. 
Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, Md. 


Aug. 29-Sept. 1, 1954—Allied Shoe 
Products and Style Exhibit for Spring and 
Summer 1955. Hotel Belmont Plaza, New 
York City. 


Aug. 31-Sept. 1, 1954—-Showing of Amer 
ican Leathers for Spring and Summer 1955. 
Sponsored by Tanners’ Council of America. 
Waldorf-Astoria, New York City. 


Oct. 24-27, 1954-—— National Shoe Fair. 
Sponsored by National Shoe Manufactur- 
ers and National Shoe Retailers Associa- 
tions, Palmer House and other Chicago 
hotels. 


Oct. 28-30, 1954—-Annual Fall Meeting 
of Tanners’ Council of America. Edge- 
water Beach Hotel, Chicago. 


Feb. 19-22, 1955—-Factory Management 
Conference. Sponsored by National Shoe 
Manufacturers Association. Netherland 
Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, O. 
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SUPERIOR SOLE ATTACHING CEMENTS 
... New but market tested formulations 


In addition to greater adhesive strength, other features include: 
Faster Drying . 
Overnite Tack Timé 
Better flow from extrusion type 
machines 
NO STAINING when natural #20 
is used on pastels 


+ + ; 
Ubagrip 20 0% 21 are completely new sole attaching cement 
formulations developed with a neoprene base, thoroughly lab tested 
and proven in use on-the-line in recent introductory runs. The UBS 
standard of testing and proving, so you can be sure, assures you 


satisfaction and production savings. 


Write, wire or call for 
further details and working samples. 


JnION Bay STATE 
~ Chemical Co, Inc. 


CAMBRIDGE 42, MASS. 
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Ben Gold trial in final stages — provided jurors hold out... . 


Supreme Court may hear United Shoe appeal at end of April. 


. . Is shoe industry pulling in its horns at wrong time? 


A: Here’s a quick summing-up of the Ben 
Gold trial to date as reported by L&S Washington editor, 
Joe Huttlinger. First, trial looks as if it is drawing to a 
close, was given to jury on April 2. This means verdict 
shortly after. 


Outstanding developments in trial of Gold for 
allegedly signing false non-Communist affidavit 
are these: Government witnesses, including Louis Bu- 
denz, former editor of the Daily Worker, some FBI under- 
cover agents and some ex-Commies, all agreed that nobody 
“resigns” from the Communist Party, can only leave after 
expulsion. In signing affidavit, Gold stated he had officially 
resigned from Party in early Aug. 1950. 


Witnesses labelled Gold’s statements at trial that 
he still believes in “true democracy” as Commu- 
nist double-alk, actually meaning to say that he still 
belongs to the Party. One Government witness placed him 
on the stand at the 1951 May Day Parade in New York 
City. 


As what may prove final days of trial got under- 
way, jury was whittled down to 12 members—six negro, 
six white—by sex, seven men and five women. Although 
trial opened with two spare jurors, none are left. One juror 
was dismissed “mysteriously” by trial judge after a confer- 
ence with attorneys for both sides. This was three weeks 
after trial opened. A few days later, a second juror was dis- 
missed, Dismissal of a third juror would probably bring 
verdict of mistrial, force government either to drop case 
or start all over again. 


oa Arguments in the appeal of the United 
Shoe Machinery Corp. anti-trust case now expected 
to come before U. S, Supreme Court during week of April 
26. No indication as yet on how long hearing will take 
or when final decision will be made. In March 27 issue, 
L&S published exclusive report of survey disclosing what 
leading shoe manufacturers think should be future plan of 
operations between United and shoe industry in event 
United loses appeal. Survey made by industry sources. 


It may be a bit early but leading industry 
observers are beginning to get clearer picture of what's 
ahead for shoe industry in ‘54. On the surface, there's 
gloom. First quarter shoe production is running at 125.2 
million pairs, 109 off 1953 pace of 139.2 million and 2% 
below 1952's quarter output of 127.8 million pairs. Fac- 
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tory orders are running 10% below this time a year ago. 
Retail shoe sales are pegged around 5% under last year. 


What’s more, retailers have kept buying so close to the 
chest that consumers are already complaining they can't 
find wanted sizes and styles. This is word of National Shoe 
Manufacturers Association. With only two weeks to go 
until Easter, probability is there will be plenty of “lost 
sales.” Once again industry will suffer from overcaution. 


Situation is obvious result of two factors: First, 
widespread talk of recession backed by inventory readjust- 
ment over the country. Second, shoe industry had near 
record year in 1953, normally expects a less successful year 
to follow. 


But let’s look at faets, Recession has been primarily 
an inventory readjustment “aggravated” by readjustment 
from part-war to peactime economy. As April issue of 
Fortune points out, while politicians, pundits, etc., have 
been arguing whether we are in a recession, depression or 
what have you, U. S. consumer has been spending just as 
much money as he did by this time in 1953. 


True enough, sales of cars and appliances fell off sharply 
but these are picking up again. Unemployment of from 
3,400,000 to 3,700,000 is remarkably low. Compare 1949- 
50 recession when unemployment hit 4,700,00. Also, prices 
are stable, major business and industrial firms have an- 
nounced continued expansion programs, consumer earnings 
are holding 1953 pace, savings have risen only slightly. 


All in all, time has come for shoe industry to stop “lag- 
ging” along with surface appearances, get ready for a busy 
year. There are plenty of shoes to be made, plenty to be 
sold. If industry goes along with shortsighted attitude now 
prevailing, it will lose both productionwise and saleswise. 
What's needed is less caution, more optimism, and “com- 
munication” of this feeling to the consumer. Rest will 
follow naturally. 


an Don’t look for hide prices to rise much 
in coming months, First, cattle slaughter to date is 
running eight percent ahead of last year. Hide production 
holding about level with '53. Forced cattle liquidations if 
droughts in West and Southwest continue would mean 
even larger hide surplus. Exports remain at high volume 
but not enough to tighten supplies. Unless exports rise 
radically along with domestic demand, hide prices will 
remain “stabilized.” 
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Have 

You 

Tried 
PEPPERELL’S’ 


RO LER. 





20° FLANNEL? 


TO HELP YOU KEEP COSTS DOWN: 
Pepperell’s Princess’ Flannel 
offers a combination of quality and 
economy that can’t be beat! 


For Quarters and Vamp Doublers! 

In full 36-inch width! 

Beautiful blanket nap! 

Finished weight — about 2.50 yards per pound — 


30 one thousandths of an inch thickness! 


* Delivered Price 





I PEPPERELL MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
FABRICS |, Main Office: 160 State Street, Boston 2, Mass. 





SHOE FABRIC DIVISION OFFICES: 


2018 Washington Avenue, Room 803, St. Louis 3, Missouri 
1225 North Water St., Milwaukee 2, Wisconsin 
920 Federal Reserve Bank Building 
4th and Race Streets, Cincinnati 2, Ohio 
1528 Gillingham Street, Philadelphia 24, Pa. 
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Anak MAX 


MELAMINE RESIN TANNING AGENT 


brings out the best in your leather 


@0200000080800000000000000000068 


TANAK® MRX Melamine Resin Tanning Agent is a favorite with experienced tanners 
for upgrading both white and colored leathers—for improving their desirable properties. 
TANAK MRX gives increased grain tightness, increased weight, fuller bellies and flanks, better 
“break.”’ It penetrates white leathers so thoroughly that maximum whiteness is retained even 
after deep buffing. Use TANAK MRX Melamine Resin Tanning Agent and increase the 
cutting value of your leathers. 


Other performance-proved Cyanamid Tanning Specialties include: 


DEPILIN® XC Unhairing Agent ... for cleaner, whiter stock, and better control; 
CUTRILIN® Bates... the pancreatic ‘bates of choice’ in the tanning industry; 
TWECOTAN® Tanning Extracts* ... blends to meet specific tanning requirements; 

DYEWOODS and EXTRACTS’ .. . a full line for every important need; 


TANAK® Synthetic Tanning Agents ... ideal for improving the quaiity of leather during both chrome and 
vegetable tanning; 


BETASOL® OT Wetting Agent ... most powerful wetting agent available for tanning. 


Write today for complete information AMERICAN Ganamid company 


on any of these products 
INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS DIVISION 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 
In Canada: North American Cyanamid Limited, Toronto and Montreal 


*Made by Taylor White Extracting Company—Cyanamid sole distributors 
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SHOE 
FASHION 
NEWS 


Women's color forecast: glowing or blackened hues for Fall. 


. . « New shoe ornaments — subdued and dainty. . . . More 


creative styling for shoe linings. 


ie) American look in fashion is kaleidoscopic. This 
Fall finger of fashion will be guided by varied life led 
by American women. Ready-to-wear scene composed of 
diverse wardrobe changes: suits, sophisticated by more 
“mannish"’ look; Chanel's revived little boy look; Dresden 
prettiness in baby doll summer clothes will carry over 
into Fall; handsome, glittery cocktail gowns. 


Women's footwear strongly influenced by ready-to- 
wear trend. Tailored suits, tweed and Fall jersey dresse: 
call for luminous calfskins in vibrant colors, uncluttered 
in styling but with quiet elegance of line. Best shown 
on colorful stacked leather heels. Another clothing in 
fluence that may affect shoes; new prominence being 
given to colored hosiery and patterned stockings. These, 
too, call for shoes with simple lines. 


T-strap sandals will be perfect go-togethers for gay 
afternoon dresses—also possible revival of ankle strap 
with new shorter skirts. For after-five wear—the less 
shoe the better. Dainty filaments of kid in stripping 
sandals good for cocktails, theatre, dancing. Also dress 
shoes trimmed with shimmering satin will coordinate 
strongly with satin gowns—touted to be big for Fall. 


x 


\S) Color picture for Fall slowly crystallizing. Women's 
woolen manufacturers getting away from year-round 
pastels—promoting deep, glowing hues. Shoe manu 
facturers aware of this trend—are showing blackened 
colors. Also concentrating on lustre leathers as subtle 
complement for darkened wools. 


Orange family appears strong, particularly for sports- 
wear — watch climb of such shades as rust, brick, ginger. 
This color influence also seen in beige to brown family 
where copper-cast brown is expected to be big. Other 
color news appears in importance of gold, already prom 
inent in ready-to-wear and easily adaptable to footwear, 
particularly as a lush trim. Gleam of gold proves irresist- 
ible to many women — thus good display bait. 


(And 


Gold or silver fleur-de-lis patterns stamped on 
suede provide trimmed effect for Fall. Also new stitch 
ing to look like perforations or tiny nailheads as shown 
by Haley Cate Company, Inc. Dress shoes with a 
jeweled neckline effect are dainty ornaments for m lady's 
foot. Many of these jeweled trims self-toned: black suede 
with jet, brown suede with amber or bronze. Fal 
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will also be enhanced by deft touches-of beading and 
tiny buttons. Many of these in pearl or giving pearlized 
effects. 


— 
Beauty inside the shoe will be another Fall focal 


point. Aniline dyed, kid or fabric linings add eye appeal 
to a pretty shoe. Gay prints, striped denims, plaids, 
polka dot patterns particularly good for women’s casuals 
in resort lines. Opened-up sandal also presents fertile field 
for use of colorful linings shown in contrasting, harmon 
izing or two-tone shades, Sales value f these lining 
cannot be overemphasized for as one designer puts it 
To the average woman bright and attractive shoe lining 
are a bit like frothy lingerie. They arent necessarily 
i } 


going to be on display but it 4 wonderfu feeling 


know they're there. 


Linings with an element of fashion not alone for female 
customers. Children too are intriqued by the new, the 
unusual, the colorful. Comic characters on printed lining 
for youngsters and authenti clan plaids, school colors 
and the like would prove popular with teen-agers. Kids 
love coordinated clothes. Witness success of such go 
togethers as matched dresses, shoes and handbags. Sh 
linings made up in candy stripes and polka dots would fit 
in with many outfits and give costume look to displays 
No reason to overlook men in this new fashion trend. 
Has been much talk about ntroducing more color int 
mens shoe styles. Here is perfect of portunity—perhaps 
acceptance would prove greater and qui¢ ker it color were 
applied ‘from inside out.’ Why should traditional buff 
and tan linings be used in blue and gray shoes? Apparel! 
coordination has been by-w rd of fashion industry 
recent years. Why not go all the way by including 
ining coordination as well? 


Other new lining touches of interest include: Cooper 
process of Surpass Leather Coms any, upper and skiver 
combined which allows shoe manufacturer to cut h 

per stock and lining at same time. Makes possible 
duction of more leather-lined shoes at lower prices 
Malibu Fabrics, Inc. now show ng new elasti< 

shoe linings, fashionably styled in multi-colored 


one-color and two-color dots and geometr patterr 


no 
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a mutual 
understanding 


Leading tanners of upper leather have relied for many years 
upon Mutual Sodium Bichromate, while smaller tanners find 
Koreon ideally suited to their operations. 

Regardless of the size of the tannery, or the form of chrome 
employed, Mutual understands the tanner’s need for uniform, 
carefully controlled products backed by plant capacity large 
enough to insure prompt shipment of orders. 

Yes, the understanding has been mutual, and Mutual assures 
its many friends in the tanning industry that the present high 


standards will be maintained. 


mutual chemieal co. of america 


270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 


Plants at: Baltimore, Maryland—Jersey City, New Jersey 
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EARLY DECISION EXPECTED 





End Of Ben Gold Trial 
Nears As Jury Takes Over 


Hearings Close After Parade Of Witnesses 
Testify ‘Nobody Resigns From The Party'' 


Final act in the trial of Ben Gold, 
controversial leader of International 
Fur and Leather Workers Union, 
opened this week after more than a 
month of hearing Government and 
defense witnesses testify on the labor 
head's alleged Communistic activ- 
ities. 

With both prosecution and defense 
attorneys making final summations 
on April |, it was expected that the 
jury, itself beset by mysterious events 
during the trial, would retire during 
the week end, reach a decision shortly 
thereafter. 


Gold is charged by the Govern- 
ment with falsely signing a non-Com- 
munist affidavit in Aug. 1950 after 
claiming that he has resigned from 
the Communist Party following 
nearly 30 years of service. 

The Government contends that he 
either did not resign from the Party 
or that his resignation was a sham 
to enable him to meet requirements 
of the Taft-Hartley law. All union 
leaders are required to sign non- 
Communist affidavits if their union 
is to be eligible for National Labor 
Relations Board benefits. 


Government witnesses con- 
tended throughout the trial that 
Gold’s claim to have “resigned” from 
the Party was false since no one is 
ever allowed to resign. “You don’t 
resign—you're expelled,” were the 
words of an FBI undercover agent. 
Other Government witnesses  de- 
scribed how Gold had participated in 
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the 1951 May Day celebration in 
New York City after his alleged res- 
ignation from the Communist Party. 

This week, Gold’s lawyers, headed 
by Vito Marcantonio, former New 
York Congressman, presented a series 
of character witnesses. Mrs. May 
Lageoles, a New York fur worker 
and member of Local 70, Interna- 
tional Fur and Leather Workers 
Union, stated she has heard Gold use 
the phrase “democratically-elected 
Government” on occasion and said 
he was referring to the American 
Government. 

Government witnesses, several of 
whom are former Communists, had 
testified that he meant the govern- 
ment of Soviet Russia when he used 
the phrase. These same witnesses 
said that when Gold wrote after his 
resignation from the Party in 1950 
he did not believe in the overthrow 
of a “democratically-elected govern- 
was letting other party 
that he had not 


ment,” he 
members know 
actually resigned. 


An unusual feature of the trial 
was the dismissal of two jurors after 
Judge Charles F. McLaughlin had 
conferred with lawyers of both sides. 
(LEATHER AND SHOES, March 27), 
Leonard Abrams, Jury foreman, told 
the Washington Post that he was dis- 
missed “after an FBI agent had come 
to his home” asking whether he had 
received any literature during the 
trial. A few days later, George 
Caragakos was also dismissed for 
similar reasons. 
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This left a total of 12 jurors with 
no spares and observers expressed 
fear that a mistrial might be declared 
if another juror should be dismissed. 
The jury is made up of six white and 
six colored people, seven of which 
are men and five women. 

As the jury prepared to retire, 
there was no indication of what its 
decision might be. If found guilty, 
Gold is liable to a prison sentence 
and/or fine. At the same time, Inter 
national Fur and Leather Workers 
Union would be forced to depose 
him as its leader or be decertified by 
NLRB. 

e 


NO STRIKE 





Brockton Dispute 
Goes To Arbitrator 


Fears of a possible strike in the 
Brockton shoe industry were dis 
pelled this week when officials of the 
Associated Shoe Industries, manufac 
turers’ group, and the Brotherhood 
of Shoe and Allied Craftsmen agreed 
to arbitration. 

The union has been seeking a five 
percent wage increase for its 6,000 
members under a wage re-opening 
proviso contained in the current labor 
contract. Manufacturers have main 
tained they cannot grant an increase 
at this time. 

Arbitrator is Prof. Charles A. 
Myers of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. Both sides have 
agreed to abide by his decision as 
final. 

James Alfred, BSAC official, said 
that an arbitrator was called in when 
the union and manufacturers could 
find no solution for their wage dis 
agreement. Although — the 
contract does not expire until Dee 


current 


31, any changes made will be retro 


active to Jan. 4 of this year. 





McCARTHY BOOTED 





Senator Joseph McCarthy Wears 
Special “Orthopedic” Shoes 


Little Known Fact That A Washington Shoemaker 
Corrects’ Joe's Shoes To Accommodate Foot Injury. 


Senator Joe McCarthy's investiga- 
tions have had a contagious effect. 
So Leather and Shoes decided to 
pull a unique switch. Whereas a lot 
of people want to investigate Joe 
from the shoulders up, we thought 
we'd conduct our own probe of Joe 
from the ankles down. 

And sure enough, even Joe's shoes 
are "controversial." Some very in- 
teresting findings turned up in our 
probe—and here they are. 


An almost unknown fact is that 
Senator Joseph McCarthy wears 
“orthopedic” Though these 
are ordered as regular stock shoes 
from a Brockton, Mass., manufac- 
turer, when they arrive in Washing- 
ton they are “corrected” by a custom 
shoemaker there. 

The “correction” applied to these 
shoes are to accommodate an injury 
to McCarthy some years ago, in which 
he smashed his right foot. As a result, 
the right leg is three-eighths of an 
inch shorter than the left. The Sen- 
ator, however, doesn’t walk with any 


shoes. 


apparent limp. 


McCarthy, who wears a size 9'” 
EE, orders his shoes from Salvatore 
Troiano, a Washington, D. C., maker 
of orthopedic shoes. Troiano then 
phones the Washington retail outlet 
for Thompson Brothers Shoe Co., 
Brockton, Mass., and orders a pair 
of “orthopedic” shoes with elongated 
inside counter and other “corrective” 
features, Almost invariably the style 
is black calf straight-tip oxford. 

When the shoes arrive, Troiano 
goes to work on them. He strips off 
the heels, substitutes Thomas ortho- 
pedic heels of 8/8 height. Actually, 
the heels are tilted, an 8/8 height on 
the inside, and 7/8 on the outside. 
He also adds metatarsal pads. 

Troiano then makes a slit along 
the outside of the shoe just between 
upper and sole, several inches in 
length, and inserts a 3/16-inch wedge. 


Thus, while the heel tilts the 
foot slightly to the outside, the fore- 
part of the foot tilts a bit toward the 
inside, 
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Then Troiano adds more height to 
the right shoe to compensate for the 
shorter right leg. He adds ®th of an 
inch in height, most of it on the in- 
side, a sliver of it on the outside. 

From a rear view, the heels of the 
shoes seem identical in height, but 
actually the right one is slightly 
higher. The “correction” isn’t at all 
noticeable. 

Troiano has been doing this work 


on McCarthy's shoes over the past 
six years during which the Senator 
has been in Washington. 

An interesting sidelight: 
Thompson Brothers Shoe Co., whose 
shoes McCarthy wears, did not know 
that the Senator was one of its cus- 
tomers until so informed by LEATHER 
Anp Suoes. The company’s Washing- 
ton retail outlet evidently didn’t tell 
the manufacturer for whom these 
“special” shoes were being ordered. 

McCarthy, however, despite the 
“orthopedic” nature of his shoes, 
does not have weak or flat feet. The 
shoe correction is simply for the in- 
jured foot. 

Incidentally, “controversy” enters 
even when it comes to McCarthy’s 
foot. The injury itself is a subject of 
contention. McCarthy says it was the 
result of a shrapnel wound during the 
war. His shoemaker says the Senator 
received the injury in a jump from 
an airplane that was low to the 


>i 


LOTS OF TOE SPRING in Joe McCarthy's shoes, as seen in these unusual 

“foot poses" during the recent hearings involving the Wisconsin Senator and 

Army Secretary Stevens. Note the special Thomas or “orthopedic” heels. All 

of Joe's shoes are given a special “corrective” treatment by a Washington 
custom boot maker. 
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ground, and struck before the ‘chute 
broke the fall. 

However, the Milwaukee Journal 
a short time ago published what it 
claimed was the truth about this foot 
injury. The newspaper said Joe re- 
ceived it aboard ship during the war 
when they were crossing the Equator 
and the crew was going through the 
traditional Navy ceremony which 
takes place during an  Equator- 
crossing. McCarthy fell from a lad- 
der or something, the paper reported, 
and that’s how it happened. 


Just recently a picture of Me- 
Carthy’s shoes (see cut) appeared in 
a national magazine. Troiano, who 
saw it, told McCarthy, “The next time 
you want your shoes in the pictures, 
get the heels built up first.” Actually, 


the heels were only slightly worn at 
the edges. 

Salvatore Troiano, known as 
“Tony the Miracle Man,” is quite a 
man of parts, himself. He enjoys 
wide reputation for making special 
shoes, and adjusting factory-made 
shoes to fit the needs of customers 
with foot problems. 

He prepared shoes for the late 
Chief Justice, Harlan F. Stone, and 
today fits out shoes for Mrs. Felix 
Frankfurter, wife of the Supreme 
Court jurist. Doctors, judges, ath- 
letes and others come to him, but the 
work he’s most proud of is prepar- 
ing special shoes for crippled chil- 
dren. He’s presently trying to raise 
funds to manufacture a special shoe 
for child polio victims, that will en- 
able them to walk straight without 
braces or trace of a limp. 


NEW LOOK AT ELASTOTHIOMERS 





Advantages Of Using Elastothiomers 
For Processing Industrial Leathers 


Resultant Chemical Resistance And Porosity Control 
Makes Leathers Superior To Comparable Synthetics 


By Thomas A. Dickinson 


Elastothiomers have been referred 
to as the "neurotic" elastomers, be- 
cause they are extremely suitable for 
some applications and extremely un- 
suitable for others. This is obviously 
absurd, since it implies that other 
materials are either completely suit- 
able or else completely unsuitable for 
all applications. However, it is per- 
haps true that elastothiomers have 
been misused to a relatively great 
extent. 


Efforts to use elastethiomers as 
substitutes for rubber in recapping 
automobile tires can be cited as a 
classic example of how the materials 
have been misused, since they lack 
both the fabricated qualities and 
physical properties that are essential 
to such applications. But, in view 
of the material shortages that evolved 
during the early days of World War 
Il, this was not altogether avoidable. 

The term “elastothiomers” has 
been coined to designate a group of 
double decomposition products of 
various dihalides and alkali polysul- 
fides. Probably the first practical 
material of this type was developed 
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by J. C. Patrick in 1920 when he re- 
acted ethylene dichloride with sodium 
polysulfide in an effort to obtain a 
new antifreeze compound. 

However, no commercial elasto- 
thiomers were produced in the United 
States prior to 1930; and these ma- 
terials remained virtually unknown 
until 1938, when the possibility of a 
severe natural rubber shortage be- 
came obvious enough to force Amer- 
ican manufacturers to seek rubber 
substitutes. 


The best-known and most widely- 
used elastothiomers at this writing 
are organic polysulfide polymers, 
sold under the Thiokol trade name. 
Their most desirable properties in- 
clude excellent solvent resistance, un- 
excelled gas impermeability, good 
aging characteristics, exceptional re- 
sistance to ozone, ability to remain 
flexible at extremely low tempera- 
tures (that is, —60O° F. or less). and 
compatability with other elastomers 
which lack such qualities, 

Probably the most objectionable 
feature of most elastothiomers from 
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the leather manufacturer's viewpoint 
is a disagreeable odor. But, aside 
from the fact that this is not a severe 
handicap in making things like pack- 
ings and gaskets, it should be noted 
that some of the Thiokols now in pro- 
duction have a fairly pleasant odor 

Some types of elastothiomers have 
an undesirable tendency to. stiffen 
with age, but in most cases this tend- 
ency can be eliminated for all pra 

tical purposes if the materials are 
vulcanized. 


Poor abrasion resistance and 
low tensile strength contra-indicate 
the use of elastothiomers alone in the 
manufacture of some leather prod- 
ucts. However, it is possible to ob- 
tain products with good mechanical 
strength plus the more desirable 
qualities of elastothiomers by using 
Thiokols as plasticizers for other 
elastomers such as polychloroprene 
and butadiene-acrylonitrile copoly- 
mers. 

One of the more practical uses for 
elastothiomers in the manufacture of 
leather products was recently an- 
nounced by Chicago Rawhide Man- 
ufacturing Co. It involves the im- 
pregnation of high-quality chrome re- 
tan leathers with Thiokol liquid poly- 
mers (which have no true melting 
point when cured, although they will 
eventually soften at temperatures 
above 300°F.). 


This permits use of the leathers 
in the production of shaft seals, pack- 
ings, gaskets, and other articles 
which are much superior to compar- 
able synthetic rubber products be- 
cause of their excellent chemical re- 
sistance and controlled porosity 
(since the leathers may be 
nated completely or to a 
depth, depending on individual prod. 
uct requirements), For example: 


impreg- 
limited 


(a) If used as shaft seals, the im 
pregnated leathers will prevent ob- 
jectionable leakage and still allow 
the adequate lubrication of adj ac ent 
shaft contact surfaces. 

(b) If used as components of dry 
cleaning equipment, the impregnated 
leathers are unaffected by solvents 
such as carbon tetrachloride and tri 
chlorethylene—which would dissolve 
most natural and synthetic rubbers, 
or cause leather alone to swell and 
deteriorate. 

(c) If used as packings in pneu 
matic and hydraulic equipment, the 
impregnated leathers can prevent 
leakage at operating pressures ex 
ceeding 2,000 pounds per square 
inch for prolonged periods of time. 

Prior to use in processing leather 
products, elastothiomers are usually 
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COMPARATIVE LEAKAGE OF ELASTOTHIOMER AND WAX IMPREGNATED LEATHERS 
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LEAKAGE (GRAMS) 
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ve — 210° 


Elastothiomer Leathers 








Note: 
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Typical Wax Leathers 


Tests made with six cups of 24" diameter, AN-0-366 Oil, 


at 1500 psi for one hour each, 





dispersed in ethylene dichloride 
which is probably the only commer- 
cial solvent that is suitable for this 
purpose. The ethylene dichloride 
dispersions, in turn, can be blended 
with solutions containing other elas- 
tomers, 


Leathers requiring complete 
impregnation are usually soaked in 
elastothiomeric dispersions for sev- 
eral hours. The partial impregna- 
tion of leather materials normally in- 
volves the application of the disper- 
sions like surface coatings. 

As surface coatings for leathers, 
elastothiomers have been used with 
particular success in the manufacture 
of diaphragms (for example, the dia- 
phragms used in automotive fuel 
pumps). Besides making leather dia- 
phragms leakproof and impervious to 
things like gasoline, the elastothio- 
meric coatings have “cold flow” 
tendencies which prolong the life of 
the leather materials. 


Elastothiomers alone are poor 
adhesives because of their low tensile 
strength, but they can be used to in- 
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crease the chemical inertness of con- 
ventional leather adhesives without 
an appreciable loss of the latters’ 
tensile strength. 

Aside from their unique physical 
properties, elastothiomers have one 
great advantage over other synthetic 
elastomers: They are extremely easy 
to manufacture and, consequently, 
low in cost to the leather processor 
who has a need for them. 


Specific Gravity 1.54 to 1.55 
Clarity Opaque 
Color possibilities Black Only 
Softening Point 265°F 
Burning Rate ...............Slow 
Tensile Strength, psi ..1500 to 1700 
Elongation, % ........- 150 to 400 
Dielectric Strength 
Power Factor, 60 cycles 
Effect of Light None 
Effect of NE ci oii's woee soe Slight 
Effect of Water and Oil ...... None 
Effect of Weak Acids 
and Alkalies 
Effect of Most Organic 
BN eS idceceeuiesiwe None 
Molding Qualities Good 
Tendency to Cold Flow ...... Some 


Resistant 
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Army Names Leather 
Advisory Groups 


The Army this week named 16 
of the nation’s leading tanners to 
serve on the Army Quartermaster 
Corps Industry Advisory Committees 
on upper leather and sole leather. 

The groups were appointed by 
The Quartermaster General “to pro- 
vide voluntary advice and assistance 
to the Quartermaster Corps of re- 
search, development, production or 
procurement problems.” 

Members of the upper leather 
committee are Erhard Buettner, 
Pfister and Vogel Tanning Co., Mil- 
waukee, Wis.; Ralph Clark, Upper 
Leather Tanneries, Endicott Johnson 
Corp., Endicott, N. Y.; Harold Con- 
nett, Surpass Leather Co., Philadel- 
phia, Pa.; Silas B. Foot, S. B. Foot 
Tanning Co., Red Wing, Minn.; E. 
A. Gallun, A. F. Gallun & Sons 
Corp., Milwaukee; Joseph C. Kalten- 
bacher, Seton Leather Co., Newark, 
N. J. 

Saul Nectow, A. C. Lawrence Lea- 
ther Co., Peabody, Mass.; Harry 
Remis, Acme Leather Co., Inc., Pea- 
body, Mass.; R. H. Richards, Inter- 
national Shoe Co., St. Louis; Albert 
QO. Trostel, Jr., Albert Trostel & 
Sons Co., Milwaukee and C. F. Van 
Pelt, Fred Rueping Leather Co., 


Fond du Lac, Wis. 
e 


Freeman Shuts Plant 


Freeman Shoe Corp. has closed its 
plant at Brodhead, Wis., for a period 
of “two weeks or longer,” according 
to company spokesmen. No reason 
was given for the shutdown. The 
factory, which makes men’s Good- 
year welt dress shoes, employs 35-38 
workers normally. 

Freeman, with headquarters in 
Beloit, Wis., has a daily output of 
some 9,870 pairs at its various plants. 


@ 
Barbour Welt Elects 


Perley Barbour has resigned as 
treasurer of Barbour Welting Co.., 
Brockton, Mass., but remains as 
chairman of the board. He has been 
succeeded as treasurer by C. E. 
Mason. 

Other officers elected at a meeting 
of the board held April 1 in Brock- 
ton include Richard Barbour, pres- 
ident, and Francis L. Shea, vice 
president. 
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on Leather, Rubber or Synthetics 


Uniform all-over buffing. 
© Superior all-over roughing. 


@ Abrasive mileage increased up to 
50% and more as compared with 
other equipment. 


High production as compared with 
other equipment. 


Sole materials of variable thick- 
nesses, and soles with reduced 
shanks and similar limited varia- 
tions, can be readily processed. 


This new United machine uses a specially developed 
air cushion type blanket on a high speed oscillating 
12” buffing roll. It can be fitted for buffing unat- 
tached soles and taps of leather, rubber or synthetic. 
It produces a soft even nap or a Coarse rough tex- 
ture (suitable for cementing) and gives outstanding 
production advantages and economies. 

For information about the new GAC Buffing 
Machine — Model A, get in touch with your United 
branch office. 


UNITED SHOE MACHINERY CORPORATION 


BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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BRENNAN ON TAP 





Boston Shoe Club 
Sets Sports Nite 


Terry Brennan, newly-appointed 
Notre Dame football coach and 
youngest of the big-time coaching 
fraternity, will be top attraction at 
the Boston Boot and Shoe Club's 
annual Sports Nite. The big event 
will be held Wednesday evening, 





mQvorn 


ALL- LEATHER 


“WEATHERSTRIPS © 
YOUR 
SHOES 


BARBOUR WELTING COMPANY 


BROCKTON 68, MASSACHUSETTS 


April 14, at the Imperial Ballroom 
of the Hotel Statler in Boston. 

Brennan, who at 25 succeeds the 
immortal Frank Leahy as coach of 
football’s showcase team, is the son- 
in-law of Frank J. Kelley of F. J. 
Kelley Leather Co. in Chicago, and 
will talk on Notre Dame’s football 
prospects for the coming year. 

Other sports luminaries are ex- 
pected to attend the event which 
annually attracts leading figures 
from the sports world. Chairman of 
the Program Committee is Charles W. 
Sweeney of Kelley & Sweeney Leather 
Co., Boston. 





Better than you ever thought they could be made. 
Try them and be Convinced! 


Knox Marker 


Dies in the Southern, Midwest 
and Western Territories. 


And as always the finest 


Walker, 


Clicker, Mallet 


Handle, Freeman Model N 
and all other types of 
Cut-Out, Perforation and 


Marker Dies. 


INDEPENDENT DIE AND SUPPLY CO 


La Salle 


a oe ee oe 


ear Jeflerson 


St. Louis 4, M Phone. Grand 2143 
Ass rte 
Mapileside Place, Red Lior Po 
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Red Hot Mama 


Visitors to the Eighth Annual Fall 
Shoe Show Banquet of the St. Louis 
Shoe Manufacturers Association will 
be treated to an evening of topflight 
entertainment headed by Sophie 
Tucker, equally well-known as “the 
last of the Red Hot Mamas.” 


This will be Miss Tucker’s second 
appearance at the St. Louis ban- 
quet. She last appeared at the 1951 
show. 

Supporting acts will feature Betty 
Madigan, MGM recording star; The 
Hightowers, dance team; and magi- 
cian Channing Pollock. Two per- 
formances will be given during the 
evening—one at the Boulevard Room 
and the other at the Gold Room of 
the Hotel Jefferson. 


Edison Net Down 


Net income of Edison Bros. Shoe 
Stores, Inc., for the 1953 fiscal year 
amounted to $2,279,072 after costs 
and taxes but before dividends, ac- 
cording to the company’s annual 
report. This compares to earnings of 
$2,293,509 in the previous year. 

Earnings per common share were 
$2.38 in 1953 and $2.40 in 1952. 

Sales of shoes, sandals and other 
footwear totaled a record $66,698,- 
812 last year against $65,338,937 
in the preceding year. Sales of 
hosiery, handbags and accessories 
amounted to $14,934,829 in 1953 
against $15,357,250 in 1952. 

The company reported a total of 
245 stores at the end of 1953 or eight 
more than at the end of 1952. These 
stores sold a record number of 
14,108,592 pairs of shoes in 1953, 
topping the previous record in 1952 
by 133,796 pairs. Shoe sales showed 
an increase of 2.10 percent. 

Edison plans to open six new 
stores during the first six months of 
1954 while remodelling already 
established stores wherever required. 
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Wishner Renamed 
Wishner. Weeks & Co. is the new 


name of the former Benjamin Wish- 
ner Co., Milwaukee hide and _ skin 
firm. The change became effective 
on April : 

New officers are Carl A. Weeks, 
president and treasurer; Carl N. 
Kuhn, vice president; and Walter 
Picard, secretary. In addition to its 
headquarters in Milwaukee, — the 
firm has offices at 70 South St. in 
Boston where Carl Kuhn is_ in 
charge. No changes in 
policies are contemplated. 


business 


Frank Jarman Promoted 


Frank Jarman, brother of W. 
Maxey Jarman, chairman of General 
Shoe Corp., has been elected chair- 
man of the firm’s advisory board of 
directors. The board is composed 
of younger executives of General 
Shoe who work on specific manage- 
ment projects and then render a 
counseling service to the 
board. 


senior 


Young Jarman is assistant treas- 
urer of General Shoe and is a di- 
rector of the company’s organization 


planning staff. He is a graduate of 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology and has been with General 
Shoe leaving the Navy in 
1946. 

James H. Cheek was elected vice- 
chairman of the advisory board, 
William Echols, secretary, and E. 
C. Jones, assistant secretary. Other 
board members include: Steve H. 
McGaw, G. O. Petway, Stanley C. 
Slaymaker, Ed Graham, Clarence 
Cobbs, E. E. Wager, J. T. Griscom, 
Raymond W. Shaw, Willard W. 
Sledge, Candler W. Butler, Jr., John 
A. Ball, W. W. Edwards, Joe J. Ray 
and Eli G. White. 


since 


Wrong Machine 


The Manufacturers Supplies Co., 
St. Louis, advises that the “Three- 
Step Skiver” machine illustrated in 
the February 27 issue of LEATHER 
AND SHOES, was not the correct ma 
chine, but a different type of machine 
that belonged to another company. 
The Three-Step Skiver was shown for 
the first time at the Factory Manage- 
ment Conference in Cincinnati by 
the Manufacturers Supplies Co., and 
created a great deal of favorable 
comment. 


Rote To Geilich 


Joining the Geilich Leather Co. of 
Taunton, Mass., as assistant to presi 
dent Harold Geilich in the purchas 
ing of raw stock, Herbert Rote will 
also assist in the merchandising of 
the Geilich line of Cambium tanned 
leathers. 


Rote entered the leather industry 
in 1940 as assistant to Nathan Brez 
ner of the Brezner Tanning Corp. 
Later he 
Colonial Tanning Co. as hide buyer 


became associated with 
and subsequently worked in the mer 
chandising of that firm’s side leather 
division. 





ity, cold and arid. 


ALLWEATHER TAPES 
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They’re “‘tops’ 


Allweather Tapes are coated scientifically. 
Allweather Tapes are wound correctly. 
Allweather Tapes are cut with exactitude. 
Allweather Tapes are stain-free. 


Allweather Tapes will stand up under all weather conditions—heat, humid- 


Allweather Tapes are now age-conditioned for longest possible life. 


Make us prove our statements — we will gladly send samples 


in the shoe industry today as 
they were 26 years ago. 
standing position for six very good reasons: 


They hold their out- 
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Dallas, Texas 
Johnson City, N. Y. 





Whitman, Mass. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


BRANCH OFFICES: 
Chicago, It. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Kitchener, Ont. 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Woodridge, N. J. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
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FASHION AWARD PRELIMINARY is held by members of Shoe Fashion Board 
of St. Louis meeting at Washington University to select pullovers created by 
School of Design students. Final judging will be made at St. Louis Shoe Show, 
April 25-28. Left to right: Muriel Braeutigam, Brown Shoe Co.; Beatrice Beste, 
Hamilton Shoe Co.; Betty Mason, International Shoe Co. and Co-Chairman 
of the Shoe Fashion Board; and Evelyne Farber, Midwest Editor of ''Shoescope," 
and Chairman of the Shoe Fashion Board. Looking on are John Dunbar, 
President of Dunbar Pattern Co. and instructor of the class, and Walter 
Goerisch, Vitality Shoe Co. and Chairman of the School of Design Committee. 


NOTHING NEW 


Brown-Regal Shoe 
Merger Still Pending 


Date of the proposed merger of 
Regal Shoe Co., Whitman, Mass., 
with Brown Shoe Co. of St. Louis 
still remained indefinite this week, 
according to spokesmen of both com- 
panies. However, Eugene McCarthy, 
vice chairman of Brown, stated that 
acquisition of an additional 180,000 
shares of Regal stock from “prin- 


cipal Regal stockholders” was pend 
ing. 

Last week, McCarthy confirmed a 
statement made earlier by James F. 
Whitehead, Jr., president of Regal, 
that Brown now owns 246,000 shares 
or 48 percent of the 512,000 shares 
of the Regal common stock outstand- 
ing. 

Brown rewently made two pur- 
chases of 122,101 shares and 51,100 
shares of Regal stock from H. 
Hentz & Co. of the New York Stock 
Exchange. The shares had _ been 
beneficially owned by General Shoe 
Corp. and the General Shoe Corp. 
Employes Retirement Fund. 


Whitehead said he had no know. 
ledge of any plan to move the Regal 
plant away from Whitman or to 
make any changes in personnel. 
Regal now employs around 500 
workers making some 3,000 pairs of 
men’s shoes per day for its 110 
stores and leased departments. 

McCarthy said that acquisition of 
the additional 180,000 common 
shares would give Brown a total 
of 426,000 or 83 percent of Regal 
shares outstanding. He admitted that 
a definite date for the exchange has 
been set but added that it is “not 
imminent.” 


Howes Reopens Plant 


Howes Leather Co. of Boston will 
shortly reopen its sole leather tan- 
nery at West Hickory, Pa., accord- 
ing to company officials. 

Officials said the reopening was due 
to increased demand for women’s 
shoe soles. The factory has been 
renovated and new machinery will 
be added. The West Hickory plant 
was shut down five years ago and 
has been idle since that time. 

John Callahan, manager of Howe’s 
cut sole division, will be in charge 


of the West Hickory plant. 


Shoe Club To Golf 


Members of the Boston Boot and 
Shoe Club will get together on Tues- 
day, June 8 for the annual Frank C. 
Donovan Memorial Golf Tournament. 

The much-anticipated event, now- 
famed for its gourmet’s delight buffet 
luncheon, will be held as usual at 
the Wollaston Golf Club in North 
Quincey, Mass. Awards will be made 
to winners in the various classes. 

Chairman of the 1954 Golf Tourna- 
ment Committee is Francis L. Shea 
of Barbour Welting Co., Brockton. 
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Foremen Elect 

Charles Christopher was elected 
president of the New England Shoe 
Foremen’s and Superintendents’ As- 
sociation at the Group’s annual meet- 
ing held Saturday, March 27 at the 
Sheraton Plaza Hotel in Boston. 

Other officers elected were: A. Wil- 
liam La Torre, Walter Mayo and 
Emanuel Wensley, vice presidents; 
Louis Lubow, treasurer; Harry Kim- 
ball, recording secretary; and John 
Cocazella, financial secretary. 

Elected to the board of directors 
for a three-year term were: Joseph 
Basino, Ephraim Lederman, Irving 
Lyons, Nicholas Micelotta, Leonard 
Reichert, Hyman Stahl and Ernest 
Valle. 

. 


United Plant To Close 


The Fitz Bros. plant of United 
Last Co. in Auburn, Me., will be 
closed down and machinery and 
equipment moved to the T. W. Gard- 
ner plant in Lawrence, Mass. The 
consolidation is expected to take place 
by the end of June or the first part 
of July, according to a company 
spokesman. 

The closing is part of the com- 
pany’s consolidation plan which re- 
cently saw United Last’s Milwaukee, 
Wis., plant shut down. Trade rumors 
have it that the Lawrence plant will 
be closed in the near future although 
there is no substantiation of this 
report. 


Jacques Wolf Elects 
Schuyler E. Tylee has been elected 
president of Jacques Wolf & Co., in- 
ternationally-known firm of manu- 
facturing chemists. He succeeds the 
late Jacques Wolf, founder of the 
firm, who died a month ago. 
Gerald J. Desmond was elected 
vice president, treasurer and general 
manager and Arnold Pfister was 


The finest name in cutting steel is 
Sheffield—and it’s the finest name in 


Shaving Machine Blades. 


They stay sharp with little grinding 
to give longer lasting, more uniform, 


and chatterfree results. 
You can buy 


named secretary and plant manager 
of the company. 

Wolf, now headed by these three, 
is a major supplier of chemical prod- 
ucts for the leather, textile, rubber, 
paper and allied industries. It oper- 
ates plants in Clifton and Passaic, 
N. J., Carlstadt and Los Angeles. 


Quartermaster Dines 

More than 100 members and guests 
were present at the Annual Installa- 
tion Dinner Dance of the New Eng- 
land Chapter of the Quartermaster 
Association held March 27 at the 
ROA Club in Boston. 

Officers installed for the year, 
marking the Association’s 34th year, 
were Col. Warren E. Coombes of 
United Shoe Machinery Corp., presi- 
dent; Major Sidney W. Grossman, 
vice president; Col. Joseph M. Geoghe- 
gan, second vice president; Col. Dal- 
las B. Pack, secretary; and Herbert 
K. Benedict, treasurer. 

Maxwell Field, executive vice 
president of the New England Shoe 
and Leather Association, was elected 
to the board of managers. 





Deaths 


J. Ellison Morse, Sr. . . . 78, shoe 
chemicals executive, died March 30 at 
his home in Danvers, Mass., after a 





long illness. He was president of 
Morse Blacking Co. in Danvers and 
had been associated with the shoe in 
dustry, particularly around New Eng 
land, for many years. Active in com 
munity affairs, he served on various 
town commissions and boards. He was 
also a Mason and a director of several 
banks. Surviving are his wife, Eliza 
beth; a daughter, Mrs. Charles T. 
Locke; three sons, C. Farley, 1? Elli- 
son, Jr., and George D. Morse, 2nd; 
and a brother, George D. Morse, Jr. 
(Other Deaths on Page 34) 


MILITARY BUYING 





Invitations 


Leather, Chamois. The Genera! 
Services Adm., Federal Supply Serv 
ice, P. O. Box 39 Canal St. Station, 
New York 13, N. Y., has issued Inv. 
NY-2JR-54645 calling for leather, 
chamois, pocket shaped, 16 & 2)1 
inch, 1,236 each and 3,268 each same 

size 20 & 26 inches. 


April 5. 


Opening 


Shoes, Leather. The Contracting 
Officer, Pine Bluff Arsenal, Dallas, 
Texas, has issued Inv. No. 16 calling 
for a quaatity of shoes, men’s black. 
Opening April 6. 


Shoes, Leather. The Aviation 
Supply Office, 700 Robbins Ave., 
Phil., Pa., has issued Inv. No. 
JD/383/2555-49/540 calling for 
7,400 pr.Shoes, leather, flight, deck, 
non-slip soles—Specs. MIL-S-6040A, 
Opening April 9. 


Tie Straps, Leather, The Post 
Office Dept., Wash., D. C., has issued 
Inv. No. 2432 calling for straps, tie, 
carrier's, small, medium and large. 
for a_ total of 350.000 
Opening April 16. 


quantity 


Straps, Shoulder. The Post 
Office Dept., Wash., D. C., has issued 
Inv. No. 2433 calling for 25,000 
straps, shoulder, plain, with fastening 
device and 50,000 straps with fasten 
ing device. Opening April 16. 


Headbands, Leather. Signa! 
Corps, Lexington Signal Depot, Lex 
ington, Kentucky, has issued Inv 
SC-196 calling for 500 headbands, 
HB-7 for headphone, for delivery to 
Avon, Ky. Opening April 22. 





them only from 





Tanexco, sole agents for Sheffield Shav- 
ing Machine and Highback Buffing 
Machine Blades. 
Try our imported Glazing Glasses too. 


TANEXCO, INC., Sole Agents, 
549 West Washington Boulevard, 


Also Caulking Steel. 


Chicago 6, IIlinois 
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LEATHER MARKET REPORT 





Another Quiet Week As 
Leather Buyers Hesitate 


Meanwhile A Few Astute And Daring Shoe Manufacturers 
Appraise Today's Bargains And Start Stockpiling 


Sole Leather receives little new 
interest. Everyone seems to be watch- 
ing the hide market which, in face 
of general tanner neglect, holds fairly 
steady. Export business absorbs 
enough to prevent substantial price 
changes. 

Clear light bends bring up to about 
68c for best tannages. Good 8-9 iron 
bends bring 58c and down. Up to 
about 52c paid for best 9-10 iron 
Over 10 irons quoted at 47c 
two cents less there. 


bends. 
and down here, 


Sole Leather Offal having much 
quieter week. New demand almost 
absent. Moderate shipping still be- 
ing done against old orders. April 
opens on a glum note but all seem 
fairly optimistic about substantial 
pickup before month’s end. Prices 
soft but not unduly so. 

Bellies get fewer new orders with 
up to 27-29¢ asked for most repre- 
sentative lines. A few sales reported 
at 27-28¢ and some at 26-28c. No 
accumulations reported. 

Single shoulders get small call at 
We and down. Most offerings at 38c 


Up to 46c asked for best light 
double rough shoulders. Bulk of of- 
ferings at 44c and down. Heads, 
fore shanks and hind shanks get little 
attention. 


tops. 


Calf Leather sales hold off. 
Expected commitments for fall shoes 
not yet made. Buyers watch raw 
material market, wonder if it can 
hold. Meanwhile prices show little 
change. Top grades in both men’s 
and women’s weights offer little 
problem. 

Men’s weights quoted at $1.05 and 
down for best; 96c and down for 
less desirable lines. About five cents 
premium asked for aniline finish. 

Up to about $1.00 asked for 
women’s weights in skins. 
About 95c and down for regular 
sized skins. Aniline finish calls for 
another four or five cents. Shoe 
manufacturers keep nibbling at 
heavy suedes for unlined shoes. 
Light weight suede calf being 
sampled by makers of highest priced 
lines. 


small 





Prices and Trends of Leather 


KIND OF LEATHER 





THIS 
WEEK 


CALF (Men’s HM) 
CALF (Women’s) i 58 
CALF SUEDE 

KID (Black Glazed) 


KID SUEDE 48 


PATENT (Extreme) ; 50- 
SHEEP (Russet Linings) 15- 
KIPS (Combination) 50- 
44- 
WORK ELK (Corrected) 32- 
64- 
BELLIBS 27- 
44- 
SPLITS (Lt. Suede) 30- 
SPLITS (Finished Linings) 17- 
SPLITS (Gussets) ' ‘ 14- 
WELTING (% x %) 6%- 
13%4- 


EXTREMES (Combination) 
SOLE (Light Bends) 


SHOULDERS (Dble. Rgh.) 


LIGHT NATIVE COWS 


73-1.05 
-98 
60-1.00 
55-90 
-90 


56 
23 
54 
50 
36 
68 
29 
48 
35 
20 
16 
7 
14 


YEAR 
AGO 


1953 
HIGH 


MONTH 
AGO 
95-1.20 
80-1.03 
85-1.10 
55-90 
80-96 
60-64 
18-32 
64-68 
56-59 
38-45 
68-72 
26-29 
51-56 
35-39 
17-20 18-22 24-26 
14-16 13-15 18-20 
7-7; 8 8 
14-14', 16-17 20% 


80-1.06 
73-92 
78-1.03 
55-90 
80-96 
56-62 
18-32 
56-60 
51-53 
38-42 
65-68 
27-28 
50-53 
33-38 


73-1.05 
58-98 
60-1.00 
55-90 
48-90 
52-57 
15-25 
52-54 
44-50 
34-38 
64-68 
27-29 
44-50 
30-35 


All prices quoted are the range on best selection of standard tannages using quality 


rawstock, 
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Side Leathers getting little new 
business, even billings against old 
orders much smaller. Most buyers 
lack either courage or cash to com- 
mit themselves for substantial quant- 
ities. Yet a few fair sized sales 
being made at concessions to buyers 
who believe bottom has _ been 
reached. 

In the best tannages, heavy com- 
bination tanned kips quoted at 54e 
and down. Usual quotation about 
52c and down. Some even less. 
Plenty of light kips at 50e and down. 
Best heavy extremes quoted at 50c 
and down with less desirable tan- 
nages asking several cents less. 
Large leather brings up to 45c for 
best heavies. 

Chrome kips quoted at 50c and 
down, seldom bring that price. Ex- 
tremes get top quotation of about 
Me and down for heavies, while 
large leather can be had at 42c and 
down. Lighter leather priced ac- 
cordingly with most sales made in 
30's. 

Split Leathers need new orders 
as backlogs disappear. Up-to-now 
very active linings business slowing 
down. Suedes and prints get 
samples only. Unless new business 
quickly materializes, April billing 
promise to be small. 

Top asking price for finished lin- 
ing splits still 22-20-18c, but most 
business done at several cents less. 
Suede linings quieter. Asking price 
of 26c and down now judged too 
high by most buyers. About 23c and 
down usual bargaining zone. Non- 
slips get moderate attention at 
16-19¢. 

Heavy suede splits priced at 44c 
and down for best; much less for 
others. Light suedes continue slow 
at any price. 

Sole splits have slowed down in 
past ten days, now find little new 
business. Prices generally unchanged 
with top asking prices as follows: 
4-5 ounce 30-28-26c: 5-6 ounce 34- 
32-30c: 6-7 ounce 42-40-38c. Below 
these prices are a variety of quota- 
tions. 

Kid leather slow. Philadelphia 
tanners report this is the “between 
season” period. However, Spring 
cuttings are over and buying for Fall 
has hardly begun. 

Even black suede, which had been 
increasing steadily, has shown no 
further increase. Some tanners re- 
port that it has slowed down a bit, 
some are still holding at the level 
reached a couple of weeks ago. 

Nothing much happening in glazed. 
Even linings seem to be on the slow 
side. Slipper leathers quiet right 
now. Satin mats considered defi- 
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nitely a dead item by most tanners. 
Crushed hardly moving. 

Rawskins continue to present a 
problem on price, and at some times, 
quality. Leather prices remain un- 
changed so far, although tanners 
would like to make increases. Most 
local tanners look for an increase in 
all activity by the end of April, but 
do not see any signs of an increase 
in the next week or so. 


Average Kid Leather Prices 
Suede 32¢-90 

Slipper 25c-60c 

Linings 25c-55e 

Glazed 25c-$1.00 

Crushed 35c-75e 

Satin Mats 69c-98e 


Belting leather holds. Phila 
delphia tanners report that business 
is pretty much as it was last week. 

Buyers still only placing orders as 
the need arises. However, there is 
definitely some business around, and 
things are far from dead. Prices do 
not appear to have changed. 

Curriers report business “fair to 
middling” with volume “no better 
and no worse than it has been.” No 
one anticipates any further decline 
in business and most curriers do not 
seem to be at all pessimistic. No one 
has cut production and they do not 
expect to have to take this step. 
Prices are holding firm. 

Curriers do not anticipate any in- 
crease in the near future, but no one 
expects any further decrease. For 
the present, curriers are not buying 
in large quantities since they feel it 
is advisable only to buy when re- 
placements are necessary. 

AVERAGE CURRIED LEATHER PRICES 
Curried Belting Best Selec No. 2 No. : 
Butt Bends 1.25-1.35 
Centers 12” 1.53-1.64 : 55 1 
Centers 24”-28” .. 1.51-1.58 52 1. 
Centers 30” 1.47-1.52 1.37-1.47 1.3! 
Wide Sides 1.22-1.25 21 1 
Narrow Sides 1.14-1.17 13 1 


Premiums to be added: Ex Light, plus 5 
Light, plus 7c Heavy minus 5e-10c; 


* 


Heavy, minus 5e 


Sheep Leather gets moderate 
demand at fairly steady prices. At 
week end interest seemed greater 
for linings but price was a stumbling 
block. 

Best boot lining russets quoted at 
25c and down. Shoe bining russets 
ask 22c and down, do most business 
in 14-l8e grades. Colored vegetable 
linings bring up to 23c in sales re- 
ported, Some lines hold to 25e and 
down quotation, find new business 
difficult to get. Chrome linings get 
small sales at 28 and down. 


Work glove leather static. 
Some sel.ers of top quality tannages 
say they are going along on about 
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Specialty Leathers 
Side — Horse 
Well known Tannages 
KLENZETTE 
ANILETTE 
ROSS-ETTE 
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AH. Ross &Sons Co 


Chicago 272, Illinois 





fnnersoles 
Sock Linings 
Heel Pads 
Boxtoes 


You will save 35% cementing time 
Schaefer Cementers completely and 
uniformly latex die-cut pieces of 
leather, cloth, faille, leatherette, fibre 
and paper. 

ASK FOR 10 DAY FREE TRIAL OFFER 


SCHAEFER MACHINE COMPANY, INC. 


69 Carbon Street, Bridgeport, Connecticut 

Tel.: Bridgeport 68-2250; New York City 

LExington 2-201 0; Boston ARlington 5-8096 
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the same basis as in recent weeks, 
moving supplies steadily to regular 
outlets at unchanged prices. In other 
quarters, ordinary productions pur- 
chased at a cent or two lower de- 
pending upon the quality. 

LM weight work glove splits of 
No. 1 grade quoted at 13-14c, No. 2 
grade at 12-13c and No. 3 grade at 
11-12c. M weight alone quoted 14- 
l5e for No. 1 grade, 13-14e for No. 2 
grade and 12-13c for No. 3 grade. 


Garment slackens. At present, 
demand is not brisk as the market is 
in a between-seasons period and busi- 
ness confined to reordering of small 
lots for fill-in purposes, sampling 
requirements, etc. 

Cowhide garment leather 
ered steady and, depending upon tan- 
nages, still quotable at 29¢ to 32c a 
foot. Horsehide garment leather 
listed unchanged for the better tan- 
nages at 36-38¢ and down. 

Sheepskin garment leathers some- 
what similar to that of horsehide. 
Firmness in raw material markets 
prevents tanners from making any 
appreciable concessions in prices of 
finished product. Suede sheep held 
at 31-33c¢ and down and grain finish 
at 32-34c and down. Choice grain 
finish from imported foreign skins 
brought 34-36c and down. 


consid: 


Bag, Case and Strap holds. 
Some improvement in retail business 
expected during April after the lower 
“luxury” tax goes into effect as re- 
tailers have found there has been a 
tendency for customers to hold off 
purchases awaiting the tax reduction. 

Meanwhile, prices continue nomi- 
nally unchanged with 2-2% ounce 
case leather at 41-42c and 3-314, 
ounce at 43-44c, Grade A russet strap 
leather quoted at 50-5le for 4/5 
ounce, 52-53c for 5/6 ounce, 54-55c 
for 6/7 ounce, 56-57c for 7/8 ounce, 
58-59c for 8/9 ounce, 61-62c for 
9/10 ounce and 64-65c for 10/11 
ounce. 

Grade B russet 2c less and Grade ( 
russet 4c less. A premium of 3c 
charged for colors and 2c over the 
above russet prices is charged for 
glazed. 


Glove leathers drag. Glove 
manufacturers complaining loudly of 
the lack of Fall buying. Garment 
business quiet with prices too high 
to interest the big buyers. 

Some buying going on in Iranians. 
Prices quoted from 24 to 26c for the 
number ones, 21 and 22c for the sec- 
onds and 15 to 17c for the thirds. 
Light weights in demand at the same 
prices. Domestic type grains selling 
at 2le to 25c for the pigtex and up 
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CARR LEATHER COMPANY 
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CALF SUEDE 


SMOOTH CALF 


Carr Suede Leathers Are Water Repellent. 


T., BOSTON, MASS.—Tanneries at Peabody, Mass. 
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Corrected Grain 
Elk Sides 


OTTAWA 


Corrected Grain 
Elk Sides 


MERICAN WOLVERINE PRINTS 


Full Grain 


Corrected Grain 


HAVEN SIDES ROAMER SIDES 


Sales Offices in Principal Cities 


Chrome 
SKUFNO 
FLEXIBLE SPLITS 


Combination 


TUFTOE 


EAGLE-OTTAWA LEATHER COMPANY, GRAND HAVEN, MICH. 
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to 32c for the smooth. Demand for 
light weights is good. 

Some business in grey suedes. 
About 38 quoted for the top selec- 
tion of New Zealands. Other grades 
down to 32c. Garment suede prices 
mixed, ranging from 30c¢ to 38c for 
clean cutting leather. 

Fine leathers dull. Prices firm and 
inclined to rise on the low grades. 


Tanning Materials 


Raw Tanning Materials 


Divi Divi, Dom., 48% basis shp’t, bag . $72.00 
Wattle bark, ton ‘‘Fair Average’ $ 99.00 
.‘‘Merchantable’’ § 95.00 
ve . $128.00 
$123.00 


Sumac, 28% leaf 
Ground 
Myrobalans, J. 1's annDar 
Sorted ...... 
Genuines 
Crushed 42-44% 
Valonia Cups, 30-32% guaranteed 
Valonia Beards, 40-42% guaranteed . 
Mangrove Bark, Ecuadorian 
Mangrove Bark, Colombian 
Mangrove Bark, 38% E. African $69.00-$70.00 


Tanning Extracts* 
Chestnut Extract, Liquid (basis 

25% tannin), f.0.b. plant 

Tank cars , . 

Barrels, c.! 

Barrels, |.c.! ; 
Chestnut Extract, Powdered (basis 

60% tannin), f.o.b. plant 

Bags, c.! 7 

Bags, |.c.1 a a +a 
Cutch, solid Borneo "55% tannin 
Hemlock Extract, 25% tannin, tk 

f.o.b. works on 0ebes 

bbis. c.l. .. ap eéena Mae 
Oak bark extract, 25% tannin, Ib 

bbis. 64%-6%, tks. cone 4 , 06% 
Quebracho Extract: 

Solid, ord., basis 63% tannin, c.l. .11 31/64 

Solid clar., basis 64% tannin, c.) 12 3/16 
Wattle extract, solid, c.l., East African 

60% tannin .... 
Wattle extract, solid, c.l., “South African 
60% tannin .... ie 

Powdered super spruce, bags, “el. 

emt BA s. 
Spruce extract, tks., 't.o.b ‘wks. Peery 
Myrobalan extract, solid, 55% tannin » 
Myrobalan extract, powdered, 60% tan- 

nin 
Valonia extract, powdered, 63% tannin 
Quebracho Extract, Powdered, Swedish 

spray dried, 76-78% tannin ..... ; 
Wattle Extract, Powdered, Swedish, 

73% tannin ... 
Powdered Spruce, spray dried, ‘Swedish 
Myrobalan, Swedish, Powdered 68-70% 
Oakwood, Swedish, solid, 60-62% 
Oakwood, Swedish, powdered, 64- 66% 
Larehbark, Swedish, solid, 54-56% 
Larchbark, _— Swedish spray- 

dried, 58-60% , 


Tanners’ Oils 
Cod Oil, Nfid., loose basis, gal a | 
Cod, sulphonated, pure 25% £mois- 
ture , 13- 
Cod, sulphonated, 25% added mineral 
114 


Cod, - sulphonated, 50% ‘added mineral 
11- 
Castor oil No 1 C.P. drs. Le.l 
Sulphonated castor oil, 75% 
Linseed oil, tks., f.0.b. Minn 
drums .. o* 
Neatsfoot, 20° C.T. 
Neatsfoot, 30° C.T 
Neatsfoot, prime drums, c.|. 
Le.l. fob Chicago ‘ 
Neatsfoot, sulphonated, 75% 
Olive, denatured, drs. gal 
Waterless Moelion err e° 
Artificial Moellon, 25% moisture .. 
Chamois Moellon, 25% moisture ... 
Common degras ove 
Neutral degras deen ees 
Sulphonated Tallow, 75% 
Sulphonated Tallow, 50% 
Sponging compound - 
Split Oil . oe 
Sulphonated sperm, 25% moisture . 
Petroleum Oils, 200 seconds visc., tks., 
f.o.b , 
Petroleum Oils, 150 seconds visc., tks., 
f.o.b » ‘“ 
Petroleum Olls, 100 seconds vise., tks.. 
f.0.b. Seeeeves vaven 


“Imported Extracts are plus duty 
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HIDES AND SKINS MARKET REPORT 





Mixed Conditions Rule Market 
But Tanners Still Skittish 


Best Business Reported in Kipskins While 
Other Selections Steady to Slower 


Packer hides Spotty. Dealer- 
trader buying set the pace again this 
week-—interest by tanners limited. 

Trading opened late Tuesday when 
two big packers sold about 7,500 
hides at steady prices. Inc!uded were 
branded steers on the basis of 9¥.x« 
for butts and 9c for Colorados with 
some long freight Denver production 
discounted a half cent. In addition, 
branded cows brought 10%4c for 
northern and Ile for light average 
southwesterns while some river heavy 
cows sold at 111. 

Demand for the branded selections 
held up fairly well. 

Spot hides hedged on the exchange 
later become available on the market 
again when the traders unwind their 
hedge but dealer purchases also made 
from time to time to cover require- 
ments on export orders. However, 
not all of the hides hedged on the 
exchange are sold for export and 
resale offerings are frequently put 
up to domestic tanners who try to 
buy them at advantageous prices. 

Some resale hides in the branded 
selections offered to sole leather tan- 
ners and a few purchases made. One 
advantage to buying resale hides is 
that quick shipment can usually be 
had whereas deliveries on purchases 
of current productions from the 
packers would be deferred. 

Meanwhile, dealers and 
traders are showing interest in better 
quality April hides. This week, 10% 
bid on straight April northern 
branded cows which, of course, will 
not be deliverable until some time in 
May. Some packers inclined to ask 
1c more on April forward hides over 
the going market. 


some 


Independents drop. Packers’ 
Ass’n. sold 3,500 heavy native steers 
of March forward takeoff at 1014 
which is ‘sc under previously real- 
ized price of | le a week earlier. 
Lower basis was in line with 10c 
bids in the market for big packer 
heavy native steers from river points. 

Other large midwestern independ- 
ent packers reluctant to accept the 
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lower bids on heavy native steers and 
light cows. 

In the New York market, one big 
packer sold 500 heavy native steers 
at lle. Earlier, the same packer sold 
1,600 southeastern light hides from 
Moultrie plant at 15'4c for natives 
and 13'e for brands. 

On the Pacific Coast, some recent 
sales by smaller killers came to light. 
Local west coast tanners bought steers 
at 8e and cows at Bloc but quantities 
moderate and confined to a few odd 
cars here and there. Fair sized lots 
later offered at 8'oc 
Qe for cows. 


for steers and 


Small packer hides move. Pur- 
chases of good quality 50-52 lb. avg. 
midwestern small packer hides were 
made in the range of 10'%4-Ile 
selected fob. shipping points under 
stood for Europe. Buyer specifica- 
tions called for limits of LOM brands, 


around 15-20% grubs and 15% 
butcher damage. 

Other export deals have involved 
light small packer hides of choice 
quality in the 30-58 lb. range at 
15 Voc heavy hides 
averaging 60-65 lbs. in a range of 
9-9loc selected fob. 
points. 

Domestic tanner purchases limited 
buyers inclined to await 


delivered: also 


midwestern 


and many 
crystallization of price 
leather and other markets. However, 
several cars of 60 lbs. down small 
13-44 Ibs 


selected 


trends jn 


packer hides averaging 
were sold this week at 12 
fob. Most tanners named limits of 
1L0Moc on 50-52 |b. avg. allweights 
and some 58 |b. avg. were bought at 
lOc sel. fob. 


Country hides apathetic. Plenty 
of hides available at various points 
throughout the country and could be 
bought in the trading ranges of 8's. 
9c for mixed and 9-9¥oc for all 
locker-butcher descriptions averaging 
around 50 Ibs. 

Firm bids difheult to obtain but 
buyers’ ideas were generally a half 
cent less which have the market a 
softer undertone. Occasional export 
sales reported but usually involve 
special lots and assortments at pre- 
miums., 

Kipskins a feature. Late in the 
preceding week, one of the independ 
ent outside packers sold 2,400 kip 
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Close 

April 1 

14.14T 
July 14.65T 
October 15.12T 
January 15,30B 
April 15.45B 
July 15.60B 


Total Sales: 


High Low Net 
for Week for Week 

14.50 14.14 06 

15,00 14.65 10 

15.42 15.12 

15.65 15.43 

15.70 15.60 

15.80 15.80 


Close 
March 25 
14.20B 
14.75T 
15.18T 
15.38B 
15.50B 
15.60B 
285 Lots 


Change 








HIDE AND SKIN 


Present 


Heavy native steers 10-10! 
Light native steers 1344-14 
Ex. light native steers 16-1614 
Heavy native cows 1144-12 
Light native cows 1314-14 
Heavy Texas steers 9! 
Butt branded steers 9! 
Light Texas steers 12 
Ex. light Texas steers 13! 
Colorado steers 9 
Branded cows 10'4-11 
Native Bulls 11 
Branded Bulls 10 
Packer calfskins 3714-42, 
Packer kipskins 23 «251% 


QUOTATIONS 


Week Ago Month Ago Year Ago 
10',-11 10'%-11 12'4-13 
14 ~-14% 14 -14'% “17% 
16 -16'% 16 -16'% 2-21 
114-12 114-12 “15! 
14-14% 14 -14% 17 
9', 9, 11' 
91/, 91/, 11 
12 12 15 
13% 14 -14'4N 18 
9 9 10' 
10',-11 10'%,-11 13 -13'% 
11 10 -10% 10 -tl 
10 9 -9y% 9 10 
$7 14-42", $7 14-424 4714-55 
26'/,-27 26 "4-27 41-40 


NOTE Price ceilings have now been completely ended by the government, All 


remaining goods and services have been removed from price controls. 


All regulations 


winding up controls require that applicable records be held until April 50, 1955. 
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and overweights at 25! — about 
1-l oc down. This business followed 
by sales of around 15,000 kip and 
overweights by two big packers at 
private terms not disclosed but be- 
lieved in some quarters to be around 
25c. This week, another big packer 
sold 2,200 River kip at 25c, 

Trading pending in St. Paul heavy 
calfskins, one packer offering 3,000 
at 45c¢ and refusing bid of 42'c 
last paid. Last business in northern 
light calf as well as Wisconsin all- 
weights was at 40c while River all- 
weights brought 37oc, Packer slunks 
holding unchanged around $1.85 for 
regulars and 85c for large hairless. 

Small packer allweight calf ranges 
from 28c¢ up to 30c for heavy avg. 
skins and kip, as to sections of origin, 
bring 16-18 in carlots, County skins 
carload lots continue around 22c for 
calf and 124%c for kip. Some city 
locker-butcher kip brought 14e. 


Horse hides steady. Sale of one 
car of untrimmed stock confirmed at 
$10.50 fob. shipping point. Another 
car sold involved 50% trimmed horse 
hides at $9.50 and 50% mules at 
$7.00 fob. shipping point. 

Good quality northern fronts firm 
at $6.25-6.50. Butts, 22” and up, 
bring $3.75-4.00, 


Sheepskins hold own. Steady 
business in big packer midwestern 
No. | shearlings at $1.50-1.55 and 
one seller even obtained $1.60 for a 
very good lot. The No. 2s selling 
mostly at $1.20 and No, 38 at 90c. 
Some fall clips sold at $2.50, 

On the west coast, production run- 
ning mostly to clips and some of 
these skins sold there at $2.40 while 
choice Imperial Valley No. L shear- 
lings brought as high as $1.75. 

Midwestern packer wool pelts of 
current production holding around 
$4.90-4.95 per cwt. liveweight basis, 
for good westerns. 

West coast pullers bought some 
western lots of full wool dry pelts at 
27¢ delivered. Pickled skins are 
holding steady at $9.75-10.00 per 
dozen, last reported paid. 


Dry Sheepskins slack. Europe 
still paying considerably higher 
prices and bulk of the foreign skins 
are moved elsewhere. 

At the Australian wool sheepskin 
auctions, Melbourne reported market 
generally one to two pence higher 
with crossbreds mainly affected and 
at Sydney, 51,500 skins offered with 
crossbreds firm, all others par to one 
penny and at times two pence dearer. 
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Hair sheep markets slow as ship- 
pers at origin firm due to European 
buying. Cape glovers selling to Eu- 
rope at 163'% shillings for Western 
Province large basis. 

Pickled skins mixed, Fairly 
good demand for New Zealand lambs 
and while some buyers are talking 
the market down, sales passing at 
around steady levels. 

North Island lambs sold at from 
78-86 shillings, depending upon 
brands and South Islands at from 
77-90/6 shillings. Several sales of 
sheep involving North Islands at 121. 
123 shillings and South Islands at 
97-124 shillings, as to brands. No 
change in the Iranian pickled sheep- 
skin market as buyers are showing 
very little interest at the present time. 

Domestic market is steady at $9.75- 
10, last paid. 


Reptiles mark time. Trading 
has slowed down considerably as 
most buyers complain that leather 
sales slow and usually at prices below 
replacement. Some interest in Brazil 
back cut tejus and reports of sales 
at 70-72c¢ fob., depending upon ship- 
pers, assortment and date of delivery. 

Report that 5,000 Java ring lizards, 
25 centimeters and up, averaging 30 
centimeters, 50/50 assortment, sold 
at $1.10, However, buyers have re- 
duced their ideas now and intimate 
$1.05 for Malayan ring lizards, simi- 
lar assortment but skins averaging 
32 centimeters. Shipper had been 
asking up to $1.32 but would con- 
sider a counter bid though not yet 
ready to accept buyers indications. 

India market slow. Some offers of 
new season wet salted Bengal back 
cut lizards at 55c¢ for 10 inches up, 
averaging 11 inches and 65c for the 
11 inches up, averaging 12 inches, 
but buyers slow to make counter bids. 
Europe buying belly cuts and paying 
considerably higher levels. 


Deerskins lag. Although ship- 
pers at origin have firm ideas and 
not making many offerings of Brazil 
“jacks,” buyers here have withdrawn 
from the market and are slow in 
even making bids. Last confirmed 
sales at 59c, basis manufacturers. 
Some small offers of Paras at 55c 
fob., basis importers. 

Pigskins mixed. Shippers at 
origin quite firm and not making 
many offerings while buyers here 
still showing relatively little interest 
except for some odd lots of grey pec- 
caries on spot at a price. 

Buyers have bought good sized 
quantities of Brazils, Peruvians and 
Colombian grey and black peccaries 
and are now watching developments 
in the finished end. 
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Compo Elects Dacey 
Election of Ralph G. Dacey as a 


vice president of Compo Shoe 
Machinery Corp., Boston, was an- 
nounced this week. Dacey joined 
Compo in 1952 as assistant gen- 
eral manager, after having served as 
general manager of the Plastics 
Division of General Products Co. in 
Rhode Island. 

Other officers elected at the annual 
meeting March 22 were as follows: 
Hamilton Pell, chairman; Charles 
W. O’Conor, president and general 
manager; William Solar and John 
H. Devine, vice-presidents; Arlen G. 
Swiger, treasurer and_ secretary; 
Winifred G. Killilea, assistant treas- 
urer and assistant secretary; Newton 
B. Schott, assistant secretary; and 
Alfred G. Nelson, controller. 

Directors elected for a three-year 
period were Pell, O’Conor and 
Swiger. Devine, Marshall Mund- 
heim and John O’Connor, Jr., were 
named for a two-year period and 
Solar, Leonard A. Watson and J. 
Victor Loewi for one-year. 


Retirement Confirmed 
Retirement of Joseph W. Holmes 


as general manager of United Shoe 
Machinery Corp.’s United Last Co. 
Division “later this year” was con- 
firmed this week by United Shoe. 
LEATHER AND SHOES reported last 
week that Holmes would retire 
within a few months. 

USMC added that Mr. Holmes, a 
pioneer in the last industry, would 
remain in an advisory capacity until 
his retirement. He has been vaca- 
tioning in the South and was ex- 
pected back in Boston by April 3. 

Edward G. Tremaine, Jr., will 
continue as assistant general mana- 
ger of United Last. 


See Sales Upturn 

Officials of Endicott Johnson 
Corp. are looking for an upturn in 
sales during the next few months. 

The forecast of a spurt in buying 
was made by Lawrence Merle, vice 
president and general sales manager. 

“We in the selling end of the 
business,” Mr. Merle said, “do feel 
that in view of reduced inventories 
during the past year certainly 
business must improve.” 

He said the company’s fall lines 
were “one of the most interesting 
and complete I have ever seen.” 
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Move In Offing? 


Reports that the Commonwealth 
Shoe & Leather Company will move 
its moccasin Monmouth, Me., plant 
to Freeport, are still not verified 
here. 

Superintendent Ray Watts of the 
plant at 

definite 
company 
after the 


Commonwealth Company 
Maine, said any 
from the 
made 


Gardiner, 
announcements 
will probably be 
“first of next month.” 

A Gardiner man who 
Monmouth building occupied by the 
Commonwealth concern, says he has 
received no notification that the 
plant will be transferred. Earle W. 
company lease 


owns the 


Harvey reports the 
on his building has two more years 
to run. Harvey also pointed out that 
the last time he talked with officials 
of the Commonwealth Company 
they were planning to build an addi- 
tion to the plant. 

Monmouth Town Manager Robert 
Hanson “had heard” that 
the Commonwealth plant was being 
moved to Freeport, but still hopes 
his town can hold them. Hanson, also 
president of the Monmouth Improve- 


said he 


ment Association, said no action has 
yet been taken by the citizens group 
to raise funds to build a new plant 
for Commonwealth. 

The company’s LS to 50 employes 
insist almost to a man that they will 
move to Freeport if the plant opera- 
tion is transferred. 


Fall Glove Colors 

Pastels, lively colors darker 
will mark leather fabric 
women’s gloves this coming fall and 


and 
tones and 
winter. 

Included in the 
The Textile 
Association are four soft ceramik 
shades Porcelain White, China 
Pink, Blugloss and Goldglaze. Span- 
ish Purple and Joyous Red are the 
sparking hues. New colors in the 
medium and darker scale are Ma 
hogany, Tortoise Shell, Winter Red, 
and Duskgreen. 

In the neutral register are light 
blond medium Oakbeige, 
Charcoal Gray and Greysmoke. As 
usual, black, brown, navy, white and 


colors just 
Color ( ‘ard 


new 
issued by 


ivory, 


chamois are specified. 





Jingles In Jest 





Ecclesiastical Enlightenment 

I'd just like to bet you a dime on 

The thing you last month wrote 
a rhyme on. 

Your claim that there ain't 

Any 


Is a lie! 


tannery saint 
Ain't you heard of St 


Simon? 














ui " 
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French Hide Quotas 
First hide and skin 
the U. S. this year 


leased by the French Government 


quotas tor 
have been re 

The French are olfering for ex 
port to the U.S. a total of 200 metru 
tons of and 450 
calfskins. Li 


censing procedures are unchanged 


raw horsehides 


metric tons of raw 





WL 

* SPRUCE EXTRACT 
NUH 

* POWDERED SUPER SPRUCE 
WHUHII 


© LACTANX 
Witt 


ROBESON 


PROCESS COMPANY 


GENERAL OFFICES 
500 Fifth Avenue 
New York 36, N. Y 


OPERATING PLANT AT 
Erie, Pa. 








THE only suc 
cessful press 
that prepares 
Sole Leather 
for drum Sole 





IMPROVED PRODUCTION AND QUALITY is provided by Compo Shoe 
Machinery Corp.'s new high speed pump and oxford forming machine for 
men's and women's shoes. The company has just completed production tests 
on the machine, a product of its Dodge Division, which is pneumatically oper- 
ated and is reported to give up to 50 percent more production while improv- 
ing the quality of the finished shoe. Other features include elimination of 
operator fatigue and minimum maintenance costs. Production models are 
now being delivered to shoe manufacturers. 


Leather tan 

ning, extract 

WRINGER ingandoiling 

Also prepares both bark and chrome 

tanned sides and whole hides for 
the skiving and splitting machine 


| Quirin Leather Press Co. 


Olean, New York 
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me, 


PPSSA FASHION COMMITTEE shown in action. 
formances of style show during next Popular Price S 


war 4 is planning two per- 
owing in New York. 


Seated, left to right, Edward Atkins, co-manager; John E. F. Foote; Betty 
Green, Fashion re Alfred L. Morse, Morse Shoe Stores; Saul L. Katz; 


Mildred Kaldor, Producer; David W. Herrmann; Charles B. Conn. 


Standing, 


left to right, Ted Poland; Myer Saxe; Paul Kleven; M. H. Reese; Lawrence 
Merle; Maxwell Field, co-manager; Milton Simon; Arthur Gold; Helen Joseph, 
Shoe Co-Ordinator; Simon Edison; William Waddell; A. W. Berkowitz. 


Fall Fashion Guide 

Members of the New England Shoe 
and Leather Association and the Na- 
tional Association of Shoe Chain 
Stores have been mailed an Advance 
Fall Fashion Portfolio as an expanded 
service of the Popular Price Shoe 
Show of Ameriea. 

Co-managers Edward Atkins and 
Maxwell Field, said the portfolio will 


help manufacturers prepare fall lines 
while obtaining shoes for the Show’s 
fashion presentation May 2-3 in the 


Hotel New Yorker. 


The Women’s and Children’s port- 
folios contained analyses of ready-to- 
wear ‘trends related to shoes, pre- 
pared by Betty Green, PPSSA Fash- 
ion Consultant; digest of Fall shoe 
themes by PPSSA style committees, 


and design sketches by Ruth Katz, 
Hank Davidson, and several Euro- 
pean creators. The Men’s style com- 
mittee received a special group of 
sketches by Mr. Davidson. 

About two weeks before the event, 
approximately 6,000 members of the 
popular price industry will receive 
copies of the PPSSA Fall and Winter 
Fashion Forecast. 


Vulcan Net Down 


Net earnings of Vulcan Corp., Cin- 
cinnati last and heel manufacturer, 
during 1953 total $244,554 equal to 
86 cents a common share, according 
to the company’s annual report. This 
compares to net earnings of $267,- 
742 or 96 cents a share in 1952. 

Results for the year were affected 
principally by a six weeks’ strike at 
the company’s raw materials supply 
unit along with nonrecurring costs 
and expenses to increase operational 
efficiency, according to A. J. Giese, 
president of Vulcan. Reduced sales 
volume, rising costs and use of timber 
acquired in 1952 were additional 
factors. 

“The decreased volume of business 
in 1953, as compared with 1952, 
amounted to 3.44 percent,” said 
Giese. 





coo guide 
to dry air relief 


WINTERTIME DRY AIR is always costly 
in unhumidified plants in your industry. Many 
leather manufacturers and users have solved the 
problem by installing low cost, automatic proven 
Armstrong Steam Humidifiers. 


SUGGESTION: Learn how steam humidifi- 
cation can solve your dry air trouble. Send today 
for full details in Free data on Armstrong Steam 
Humidification In The Leather Industry. 


ARMSTRONG MACHINE WORKS 
879 Maple St., Three Rivers, Michigan 





BACK ISSUES 


LEATHER AND SHOES 
Now On Microfilm 


Today you can have a permanent 


Valuable articles 
provocative articles 
industry news 
-All at nominal cost 


LEATHER AND SHOES 
300 West Adams St. 


of 


record of 


Write 


Chicago 6, Ill. 











ARMSTRONG Steam Humidifiers 


28 LEATHER and SHOES 


April 3, 1954 








PEOPLE 


About industry personalities coast to coast 


© C. Westcott Gallup, Jr., has 
joined the industrial sales staff of F.C, 
Huyck & Sons, Rensselaer, N. Y., 
manufacturer of ringer felts for the 
tanning industry. Gallup recently 
completed an intensive training course 





® Reed L. Winans has retired as 
vice president and director of A. C. 
Lawrence Leather Co., Peabody, after 
40 years of service with the company. 
Winans joined the Lawrence firm in 
1914 and became manager of the Calf- 
skin Division in 1930, He was elected 
a vice president in 1933 and a director 
in 1936. Winans is widely known 
throughout the leather and shoe in- 
dustry. 


@ James Bruton, production man- 
ager of H. M. Marler & Co., Auck- 
land, New Zealand shoe manufacturer, 
is currently visiting the U. S. on a 
10-week tour of domestic shoe plants. 
He will study American shoemaking 
methods during his visit. Bruton re- 
ports that the New Zealand shoe in- 
dustry is expanding at a rapid rate 
and that ‘business has been active. 


® Clarence N. Jacobson, president 
of Daytimer Shoe Co., Boston shoe 
wholesaler, has acquired all capital 
stock of the firm. He has succeeded 
Joel Glasstrnan, president of Saxe- 
Glassman Shoe Corp., as treasurer of 
Daytimer. The company will continue 
to handle women’s sport and casual 
footwear, according to Jacobson. 


® Acme Leather Co., Inc., of Pea- 
body has announced appointment of 
Olan Files of Files Sales Co., Dallas, 
Texas; and Malcolm Schoenberg and 
Felix Levenbach, both of Schoen- 
berg Leather Co., Philadelphia, as sales 
representatives of the firm. Files will 
cover Texas and surrounding territory 
while Schoenberg and Levenbach will 
represent the firm in Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and West Virginia. 


@ Nancy Knox has joined I. Miller 
& Sons, Inc., General Shoe subsidiary 
in New York, as assistant to Jerry 
Stutz, director of Miller fashion and 
publicity. 


@ Jack Feldstein has taken on the 
shoe, playshoe and slipper fabrics line 
of Kaplan Products & Textiles, New 
York firm. He will cover the New 
York, New Jersey, Connecticut and 
Pennsylvania territories. Kaplan was 
formerly associated with Samuel Le- 
vine Textile Corp. of New York. 


@ Leon A. Weinman, vice president 
of Master Chemical Co., Boston, has 
been admitted as a member to the 
American Chemical Society. 
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® William Warner has joined Nova 
Shoe Co. of New York. He will be 


responsible for styling the company’s 
Avonettes line of women’s shoes. 


® Christian Christiansen has _re- 
tired as president of Rotary Machine 
Co., Lynn, Mass., manufacturer of 
tanning machinery. John J. O’Leary 
succeeds him as president of the firm 
and John J. Jarl is treasurer. O'Leary, 
who has been associated with Rotary 
for the past 25 years, continues also 
as sales manager, 


® Merrill Watson, executive vice 
president of the National Shoe Manu- 
facturers Association, will address a 


breakfast of the Boot and Shoe Trav- the Midwest. Gallup was formerly 
associated with R. T. Vanderbilt Co., 


elers Association of New York, Inc., 
on May 4 at the Roof Garden of the 
McAlpin Hotel in New York. 


midwest. 





FYELETS 


THE BEST IN EYELETS AND 
EYELET SETTING MACHINES 


ATLAS TACK CORP. 


FAIRHAVEN, MASS. 











at the Huyck plants and laboratories 
and is presently contacting mills in 


Inc. and was active in the south 








FINEST FULL GRAIN 


GLUV TANNAGE SIDES 
CHROME SPLITS 


PIGMENT FINISHED FOR UPPERS 





AGENTS: 
Ambor Leather Co. 


139 South Street 
Boston 11, Mass. 


W. M. Henson 


2708 Lyndhurst Road 
St. Louis 21, Mo. 


Kesson Leather Co. 
150 Nassau S#., Rm. 738 
New York, N. Y. 
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News Quicks 


About industry happenings coast to coast 





California 


® Charles B. Corser of Pasadena 
one of founders of C,. W. Marks Shoe 
Company, Chicago, left an estate es 
timated at about $6,000,000. Som« 
$1,200,000 was left in bequests in 
cluding $250,000 to each of follow- 


ing: Lilliane T. Begley, Needham 





say bhonated Of scientiee ll, pre- 


meet the india require- 


ments 0 the Fl anther Sn dustry 


Glablished } 40 Yoars of Progress 
WHITE & HODGES 


INCORPORATED 
Everett 49, Massachusetts 


pared to 





Mass.; Mrs. Ray H. DuQuenne, Hol- 
yoke, Mass.; Lillian H. Ellison, Water- 
town, Mass. Both Henry C. Ellison 
and George DuQuenne of Holyoke 
received $50,000. 


Georgia 
® Atlanta Leather Co., 204 White- 
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hall St., SW, has been purchased by 
Craig-Tourial Leather Company. Mil- 
ton Craig 1s president of the latter 


firm. 


Iinois 
® Superior Shoe Company, Inc., 
222 South Morgan St., Chicago, man- 
ufacturer of children’s and infants’ 
shoes, has been sold to an Eastern 


Berman. 


group headed by George H. 


Maryland 
® Directors of Cannon Shoe Co., 
Baltimore, declared regular quarterly 
dividend of 10 cents a share on com- 
mon and Class A common stocks, pay- 
able April 1 to stockholders of record 


March 22. 


Massachusetts 
®@ The annual dinner meeting of 
Boston Shoe Associates will be held 
April 7 at the Boston Yacht Club, 
® Some 50 Roxbury residents re- 
cently attended a hearing of the Bos- 
ton Board of Zoning Adjustment to 
oppose petition of Green Shoe Man- 
ufacturing Company for erection 
of an 80-foot high factory building 
on Harrison Avenue. 
stated proposed building would shut 


off light and air. The case is under 


Protestants 


advisement. 


Minnesota 


© Company two-cent hourly wage 
hike offer was rejected recently by 
striking employes of Connolly Shoe 
Co., Stillwater. New negotiations be- 
tween the firm and the CIO United 
Shoe Workers of America union have 


not been scheduled. 


Missouri 
®@ CIO United Shoe Workers of 
America has brought charges of un 
fair practices resulting in failure to 
organize a labor union among shoe 
factory workers against Jay-Allen- 
Ward Shoe Co., Advance. Investi- 
gation is being made by National 
Labor Relations Board. 


New Hampshire 
© Damage estimated at $5,000 re 
sulted from fire which started in rear 
of plant of Shevenell, Prosper & 
Sons, Inc., 40 Maple Street, Dover, 
manufacturer of shoe counters and 
shanks. 


New Jersey 
@ Frank Edrich has purchased 100°, 
of stock of Dermatan Leather Co., 
Inc. of Newark and is sole owner and 


president of firm. 
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New York 


© Production will begin April*1 at 
Louis Sigman Footwear, 415 Bed- 
ford Avenue, Brooklyn, newly-organ- 
ized manufacturer of leather slippers. 
The line will retail at about $3.00. 


® After April 1 New-Step Foot- 
wear Co., Inc. will be located at 785 
Flushing Avenue, Brooklyn. 


@® Walker & Zanger, Inc., 145 
Hudson St., New York City, has been 
appointed exclusive United States 
agent for I. Granadeiro of Lisbon and 
Portugal, owner and operator of the 
largest mangrove bark concessions in 


Portuguese East Africa. 


® Shoe Ventures, Inc., 975 Walton 
Ave., Bronx, has been organized to 
deal in machinery and equipment with 
Lewis B. Stackell as principal. 


® Some 16 Canadian manufac- 
turers will display men’s, women’s 
and children’s shoes and slippers at the 
Canadian Government showroom, 
RCA Building, New York City on 
April 8 through May 8. 


® Crest Leather Manufacturing 
Corp., 392 Bridge St., Brooklyn, is 
erecting new plant at St. Petersburg, 
Florida, to produce leather straps for 


wrist watches. 


@ M. Stoff & Co., Inc. has moved 
from 148 Duane St., New York City 
to 158 Duane Street. 


© S & W Shoe Company is moving 
from 109 W. Broadway. New York 
City to 147 Duane Street. 


© Homer Bear, leather merchant, 
has moved from 5 Spruce Street, New 
York City, to 225 West 34th St. 


® The annual gold brotherhood 
award of National Conference of 
Christians and Jews will be con- 
ferred upon Dorothy Shaver, presi- 
dent of Lord & Taylor, at a dinner in 
her honor on April 13. 


® Hooker Electrochemical Com- 
pany, Niagara Falls, reports that esti- 
mated net income after federal taxes 
for three months ended February 28, 
1954 is $916,000 as compared with 
$838,400 for same period in 1953, 


® New York Fashion Office of E. 
Hubschman & Sons, Inc., Philadel 
phia, was opened recently. Located 
on the fortieth floor of Empire State 
Building, the office is under fashion 
direction of Dorothy Fox Davies 


Pennsylvania 


® The follow ing officers of Philadel- 
phia Shoe Associates were reelected 
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recently: Herman N. Davis, Ideal ity Shoes; Samuel Payes, Payes Shoc 
Shoe Company, Chairman; Morris Company; Israel A. Stern, Stern Shoc 
Freedman, Freedman Shoe ¢ ompany, Company. 

Vice Chairman; Jacob A. Meltzer, A. 

Meltzer, Vice Chairman; E. J. Kohl Texas 

schreiber, Shoe and Leather Mercantile 

Agency, Inc., Secretary and Philip R. © Construction will begin immedi 
Chapman, Hill Shoe Company, Treas itely on a new $500,060 building for 
urer. Directors reelected included: use of Graham-Brown Shoe Com- 
John M. Burns, Hood Rubber Com pany and Austin Shoe Stores. The 
pany; Karl Camitta, Camitta Shoe building will be owned by employes 
Company; Morris Glick, David Shoe pension trust and leased to the Dallas 
Company; Joshua Kimmelman, Van- firms. 
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for best marking results use 


Merch 


METHODS 


MARKEM MACHINES # MARKEM TYPE # MARKEM INKS 





FOR MARKING PRODUCTS, PARTS, 
PACKAGES, TAPES, TAGS, LABELS 


Markem Methods are engineered to 
solve specific marking problems. The 
proper combination of a Markem mark- 
ing machine, Markem type and Markem 
ink is matched to the individual require- 

PRESSURE ments. Not only are the properties of 

SENSITIVE the surface itself considered, but also 
local conditions of temperature and 
humidity together with your own han- 
dling techniques during production, 
storage and packaging. That is why it is 
so important that the Markem Method 
be followed completely 


When you have a marking problem, ask 
Markem about it. Send a sample of the 
item to be marked and details of your 
needs. Markem engineers have worked 
out practical solutions for many manu- 
facturers. MarkeM Machine Company, 
Keene 14, N. H. 


pc anime 
a a , 


BOXBOARD 


GAS MASKM 


FABRIC LEATHER 


a SINCE 1947 
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WGlLo 


for 


genuine shell cordovan — “the platinum of 
leathers”’ — for shoes, men’s belts, military 
belts and holsters, and shark print cordovan 


for tips on children’s shoes. 


Tu Huch Leather Co. 


1525 W. HOMER STREET* CHICAGO 22, ILLINOIS 


KAYE & BARNES, INO, @ 93 South Street, Boston FRED SCOHENKENBERG @ Dallas, Texas 


A. 4. & 4. BR. COOK, INC, @ 18 Angeles and San Francisco 


HARRY BLOCH @ Havana, Ouba 








A NEW TYPE CLICKER BLOCK 
NEVER BEFORE 


E-Z CLICKER BLOCK PLANING 
2972 Nostrand Ave. 





PLANER 


That planer 
attaches to the 
swinging arm of 
clicker. 

No experience to 
operate it, Cuts the 
block parallel to 
swinging arm. It 
cuts wood and rub- 
ber blocks up to 
20” by 40”. Easy 
to operate. Frame 
made from cold 
rolled steel. Pow- 
ered by a % H.LP. 
single phase ball- 
bearing motor. 
Guaranteed for one 
year. Weight com- 
plete approxi- 
mately 85 Ibs. Pat- 
ent applied for. 


Manufactured and distributed by 
MACHINE CO. 


Brooklyn 34, N. Y. 


For more information call NAvarre 8-1886 
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KORN LEATHER COMPANY 


| TANNERS OF 
| Soli 


FOR EVERY PURPOSE 


Side Leather 


MEN'S AND WOMEN'S 


IN THE POPULAR PRICED RANGE 
PEABODY, MASS., U. S. A. 
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LEATHER and SHOES 


Canadian Notes 





@ The trend towards improvement 
which occurred in 1953 will continue 
throughout 1954, states the annual 
report of the board of directors to 
shareholders of the leather manufac- 
turing firm of John A. Lang & Sons 
Ltd., Kitchener, Ont. Net profit of 
$68,941 in 1953 reported as 
against a net loss of $148,309 in the 
preceding year. 

“The low price level now applying 
to leather can be an advantage in meet- 
ing the competition of substitute ma- 
terials and the industry as a whole is 
engaging in a program to create a 
greater awareness of the many advan- 
tages in leather,” R. O. Johnson, chair- 
man, and K. L. Montgomery, presi- 
dent, say in the report. 

Company’s sales in 1953 increased 
to $7,369,304 as compared with $6,- 
860,863 in 1952 and total 
moved up to $5,522,172 as against 
$5,236,584, with earned surplus ris- 
ing to $1,318,992 compared with $1,- 
136,004 and working capital reaching 
$2,198,159 as against $1,882,273. 


was 


assets 


@ There was a sharp drop in the 
recorded 
twelve 


number of bankruptcies 
across Canada during the 
months of 1953, totalling only 17 
against 22 in preceding year, the 
Canadian Government reports for the 
boots and shoes trade, adding that 14 
such failures were registered in Que- 
bec and 3 in Ontario during the past 
year. 

The report states that six such fail- 
ures the fourth 
quarter of the past year, including 
four in Quebec and two in Ontario. 
This was the same number as in the 
corresponding period of previous year. 


were registered in 


®@ Sales of chain shoe stores across the 
nation dropped 6.6% in dollar volume 
during Jan. as compared with the 
same month a year ago but the value 
of their stocks increased 11% in this 
period, according to an official survey. 

Such sales in Jan. declined to $2,- 
297,000 as against $2,458,000 a year 
ago but value of their stocks advanced 
to $20,048,000 as against $18,054,000, 
The sales/stock ratio was 8.7 in Jan. 
this year against 7.3 a year ago, with 
the stock turnover rate this Jan. 2.1. 
® Production of rubber footwear in 
Canada dropped to 14,040,272 pairs 
with selling value of $39,108,674 in 
1952 compared with 15,835,778 pairs 
at $43,526,934 in previous year, ac- 
cording to results of latest annual 
survey of the industry. 
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Wanted and For Sale 





Pasting Frames For Sale 


115 plate glass pasting frames, without glass 
for Speco dryer Good condition Size of 
frame 70-3/16" x 142-3/16", made of 1%” 
extra heavy pipe 

Address B-20 

c/o Leather and Shoes 
300 W. Adams S8t., 
Chicago 6, Ill 


For Sale 


70 one-ton ‘‘whiz’’ trolleys—20 half-ton; 8 Bos 
ton Tram rail switches for 6” I beam; some 
never used, bargain price for all or part 
A. L. LUYAT, 
P. O. Box 178 22nd St. Sta 
St. Petersburg 3, Fla 


Belt Knife Splitting Machine 


FOR SALE: 72” Turner beit knife splitting 
machine Excellent condition 


Write P. O. Box 8, 
Hagerstown, Maryland 


For Sale 


ONE PRACTICALLY NEW 24-inch Traud 
Shaving Machine. Used only four weeks. Also 
rebuilt Baker-Layton double roll Setting Ma 
chine. Also rebuilt Slocum Belly Staking Ma 
chine with sheaves and V-belt for direct motor 
drive. Apply Box Q-13, c/o Leather and Shoes 
10 High St., Boston 10 Mass 


Blue and Pickled 
Splits for Sale 


TRIMMED AND SORTED for weight and 
grade. Large quantities. Steady supply Tell 
us what you are making and we will furnish 
a suitable selection Address D-1, c/o Leather 
and Shoes, 300 W. Adams St., Chicago 6, Il! 


Stitchers Wanted 


2 Landis Lockstitch 36 McKay and 2 Landis 
No. 12K Stitchers 


Arrow Shoe Machinery Co., 
523 Clark Ave., 
St. Louis 2, Mo 


Genuine Leather for Sale 


215 FULL HIDES hand and deep buffed. Pur 
chased from Fisher Body Div., G.M.C. Colors 
tan, dark tan, dark blue, green, dark green 
red grey and black Original cartons and 
packages Inspection invited Will consider 
fair offer for entire lot Shendell Associates 
Inc 340 KE. 52nd 8t New York 22, N. ¥ 
PL 5-6253 





Help Wanted 





Rates 


Space in this department for display ad- 
vertisements is $5.00 per inch for each 
insertion except in the ‘‘Situations Wanted"’ 
column, where space costs $2.00 per inch 
for each insertion. 

Undisplayed advertisements cost $2.50 per 
inch for each insertion under ‘Help 
Wanted” and ‘Special Notices’’ and $1.00 
per inch for each insertion under ‘‘Situa- 
tions Wanted.”’ 

Minimum space accepted: 1 inch. Copy 
must be in our hands not later than 
Monday morning for publication in the 
issue of the following Saturday. 
Advertisements with box numbers are 
strictly confidential and no information 
concerning them will be disclosed by the 
publisher. 


THE RUMPF PUBLISHING CO. 
300 W. Adams St. Chicago 6 











Leather Sales Technician 


POSITION OPEN Leather sales technician 
to locate and travel South America-——-spend one 
month U. 8. Tannery experience essential 
Spanish helpful. To represent manufacturer's 
line tanning chemicals Address C-12, c/o 
Leather and Shoes, 300 W. Adams St Chi 
cago 6, Ill 


Splitting Mch. Operator 
SPLITTING MACHINE OPERATOR WANTED 
to work on dry oak curried shoulders Estab 
lished New England firm 

Address B-18 
c/o Leather and Shoes, 
300 W. Adams 8t., 
Chicago 6, Il 


Wanted 


YOUNG MAN in the leather field seeks 

man to make contact for new leather con 
Address Box 
R-3, c/o Leather and Shoes, 20 Vese St 


New York 7, N. Y 


cern Will consider partnership 


Tanner 


SOLE LEATHER TANNER with experience 


in modern methods required 
Address D-3 
c/o Leather and Shoes 
300 W. Adams 8t 


Chicago 6, Il 


Tanner-Supt. 


SUPERINTENDENT AND TANNER desire 
position with a responsible organizatior Muat 
be quality manufacturers of side leathers or 
desirous of obtaining same Thoroughly experi 
enced in tannery management, labor relations 
and material procurement \ thorough know 
edge of leather manufacture from hide house 
to sales. Kips and sides in Elk, Smoot Bag 
Aniline, Waterproof, Retan, Mechanical, Retan 
Sole, Glove tanned, and other leathers, with a 
comprehensive knowledge of sp 
Over twenty-five years experience with tech 
nical education. Extensive experience as o 
sultant Excellent references Domestt 
foreign Inquries invited Address 

c/o Leather and Shoes wo W \dams 
Chicago 6, Il 


manufacture 


Hide Man 


POSITION WANTED as 


Buyer 


100 OW Adama 


Chicago 6, 1 


Salesman — N. E. Territory 


KNOWS TRADE personnel and requirement 
Will consider any live competitive pr 
Upper leather preferre \pt Bo 

Leather and Shoes, 10 High 8t 


Mass 


Packing Room Foreman 


YOUNG, SINGLE will go anywhere jeven 
years experience on novelties and California 
This man knows his job Apply Box KR-l 
c/o Leather and Shoes, 10 Higt Street Bo 


ton 10, Mass 








Situations Wanted 





Office Manager 


MAN EXPERIENCED in Shoe and Allied In 
dustries seeks position. Eight years at present 
position Good reason for making change 
Address Q-8, c/o Leather and Shoes, 10 High 
St Boston 10. Maas 





WANTED 


AGGRESSIVE SALESMAN living in Pennsylvania to cover entire state of Pennsylvania 
with nationally known line of soling and a complete line of upper materials and linings 


for shoes and _ slippers. 


Excellent opportunity for the right man. Reply Box Q-12, 


c/o Leather and Shoes, 10 High St., Boston 10, Mass. 
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What are the facts about 
CANCER 
OF THE LUNG...? 


just 20 YEARS AGO, in 1933, cancer of the 
lung killed 2,252 American men, Last 


year, it killed some 18,500 


WHY THIS STARTLING INCREASE? Our re- 
searchers are finding the answers as 
rapidly as funds and facilities permit 
but there isn’t enough money 


‘ 


DOCTORS ESTIMATE that 50°) of all men 
who deve lop lung cancet could be cure d 
if treated in time. But we are actually 
saving only 5% just one-tenth as many 


as we should 


wHy—? Many reasons. But one of the 
most important is not enough money 

for mobile X-ray units, for diagnosis and 
treatment facility for training tech 
nicians and physicians 

THESE ARE JUST A Few of the reason 
why you should contribute generously 
to the American Cancer Society, Please 
do it now! Jour donation is needed 
—and urgently needed—for the fight 


against cancer is everybody's fight, 


Cancer 
MAN'S CRUELEST ENEMY 


Strike back —Give 


AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY 





Deaths 


Index to Ads 





Fred Hatch .. . 84, retired leather 
merchant, died March 25 at Cape Cod 
Hospital, Hyannis, Mass., after a long 
Active in the New England 
leather and shoe industry for many 


illness. 


years, he vas treasurer of Tanners’ 
Cut Sole Co., in Boston until his re 
tirement in 1946. He moved to West 
Dennis on the Cape in 1948. Hatch 
was a member of Union Lodge, A.F. 
& A.M. of Dorchester, the Boston Shoe 
Associates, and the West Dennis Com 
munity Church. He leaves his wife, 
Florence B.; three granddaughters and 
three great-¢ andchildren. 


Otto A. Weber... 64, shoe execu 
tive, died March 23 at St. Mary’s Hos 
pital in St. Louis after a heart attack. 
Weber had been associated with Brown 
Shoe Co. of St. Louis for some time 
and was in charge of factory planning 
for the company at the time of his 
death. He had been active with Brown 
for the past 49 years. Surviving are 
his wife, Mary; and one brother. 


Louis Rothman. . . 49, leather sales 
man, died recently in Lorain, O., after 
a short illness. He had been associated 
as a salesman with Buckeye Leather 
Co. for the past five years. Surviving 
are his wife, Pearl; a son and two 


daughters. 


Perry Ghere . . . 64, glove manufac 
turer, died recently at St. Vincent's 
Hospital in Indianapolis, Ind. A na 
tive of Frankfort, Germany, he had 
lived in Indianapolis for the past 50 


years and was vice president and gen- 
eral manager of Indianapolis Glove 
Co. He had been associated with the 
prominent glove firm for more than 
45 years. Ghere was noted as a col- 
lector of music boxes from all over 
the world. He leaves a brother and a 


granddaughter. 


Marcus W. McWheeny .. . 68, shoe 
executive, died March 23 at his home 
in Quincy, Mass., after a short illness. 
Active as a shoe merchant for many 
years, he was shoe buyer at Kennedy’s 
in Boston until his retirement a year 
ago. He was a past president of the 
Boston Boot and Shoe Club. Surviv- 
ing are his wife, Maria T.; a son, Jo- 
seph D. of Quincy; three daughters, 
Mrs. Marie Clark, Mrs. Bernadette 
McAuliffe and Mrs. Alice Leary; 12 


grandchildren and four sisters. 


eae Cooper . . 76, retired shoe 
manufacturer, died March 30° in 
Haverhill, Mass. A native of North 
Andover, he moved to Haverhill at an 
early age and was active in the shoe 
manufacturing industry there for a 
total of 44 years before retiring, He 
was chairman of the Haverhill Shoe 
Manufacturers Association at one time. 
Active in fraternal affairs, he was a 
member of the Royal Arch Chapter of 
Masons and Merrimack Lodge, A.F. & 
A.M. Surviving are a daughter, Mrs. 
Wilbur H. Picard; and two sons, 
Police Sgt. Edward Cooper and John 
A. Cooper. 


Amalgamated Leather Co.'s, Inc. 
American Cyanamid Co., 
Ind. Chems. Div. 
American Extract Co. 
Armour Leather Co. 
Armstrong Machine Works 
Atlas Tack Corp. 
Avon Sole Co. 


Barbour Welting Co. 
Blackhawk Tanners 

Boston Machine Works Co. 
Carr Leather Co. 


E-Z Clicker Block Planing Machine Co. 32 
Eagle-Ottawa Leather Co. 24 


Huch Leather Co., The 

Independent Die & Supply Co. 

Korn Leather Co. 

Lawrence, A. C., Leather Co. ‘ 

Los Angeles Tanning Co. 29 


Lynn Innersole Co. Back Cover 


Markem Machine Co. 31 
Mutual Chemical Co. of America 12 


Ormond Mfg Co. 34 
Pepperell Mfg. Co. 9 
Quirin Leather Press Co. 27 


Robeson Process Co. 27 
Ross, A. H., & Sons Co. 23 


Schaeffer Mach. Co., Inc. 23 
Schlossinger & Cia., Ltda. 34 
Swoboda, H., & Son, Inc. 34 


Tanexco, Inc. 21 


Union Bay State Chem. Co., Inc. 
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United Shoe Machinery Corp. _.5, 17 & 35 


White & Hodges, Inc. 30 
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Brazilian Leathers 
Ask 


Schlossinger & Cia. Ltda. 
Caixa Postal 917 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 
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H. SWOBODA & SON, Inc. 


1027 N. Bodine St. Phila., Pa. 
Base Ball and Whip Leather Mfrs. 


Sw OTAN 


GARMENT HORSE 
WORK GLOVE HORSE 
(Grain and Splits) 
SPORTING GOODS LEATHER 
SPECIALTIES 
RETAN SOLE LEATHER 
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Tree the Modern Way 
with the 


MILLER 
PEDESTAL 
TWIN TREEING 
MACHINE... 


Compact ... you use less floor space and still get maxi 


mum treeing capacity. 








For complete information about 


e 
the modern Miller Pedestal Twin Versatile ... ratchet action provides 8 degrees ot expan- 


Treeing Machine, write for the sion in stretch-off mechanism. 
folder describing it and useful = 





accessories that speed production. 


Efficient . .. when released, shoes can be slipped off with- 


out disturbing carefully smoothed uppers. 





— = Modern ... few moving parts, practically no maintenance 
| er required for this all-metal machine. 
nary . | m 


O. A. MILLER COMPANY 
Branch of United Shoe Machinery 
Corporation 


PLYMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 








rood the immornoles 
make 


WY 


because we make 


Take our V/WA/OAM tor instance 


This amazingly soft chlorophyll treated foam rubber 
combines with sturdy, flexible LYNFLEX to produce 
an innersole that means extra sales at the fitting- 
stool. Yes, extra sales and more profit to you. 


A boon to the production man, it handles with in- 
finite ease as a regular operation in the making of 
the shoe. 


REMEMBER LYNN—THE RECOGNIZED LEADER 
IN MODERN SHOE MATERIALS. 


LYNN INNERSOLE CO. 


119 BRAINTREE ST. ALLSTON, MASS. 


REPRESENTATIVES: CINN., Ohio — Ernie Furstenau; LOS AN 
GELES — Leo Laskey; ST LoUIs — Bll “Pete’’ Schwartz; NEW 
YORK — Arthur \ Epstein, Sidney Cohen; PENNSYLVANIA 

lou Keith and Chas. Keith; NEW ENGLAND — Frank Deastloy, 
Hy Feldman. Phil Snetder, Dave Harrison; MILWAUKEE and 
CHICAGO: Phit J. Ott, Jim Ott; NASHVILLE—Ben W. Thompson 





